
YEAR 4: SOUND 

SCIENCE:  
UNDERSTAND, DESCRIBE AND EXPLAIN:  

 

 

Learning links: 

 

 

Pupils should be 

taught to: 

Identify how 
sounds are made, 
associating some 
of them with 
something 
vibrating 
 
Recognise that 
vibrations from 
sounds travel 
through a 
medium to the ear 
 
Find patterns 
between the pitch 
of a sound and 
features of the 
object that 
produced it 
 
Find patterns 
between the 
volume of a 
sound and the 
strength of the 
vibrations that 
produced it. 
 
Recognise that 
sounds get 
fainter as the 
distance from the 
sound source 
increases 

 

vibrate sound louder Eat protectors tines cochlea 

vibration volume string frequency Tuning fork  

vibrating pitch percussion Finger board Wind instrument  

air medium faint brass fret guiro pinna stirrup   

ear fainter woodwind Sound wave Eardrum  

hear loud insulate Stringed instrument  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                  
 
                                                 
                                              HOW IS SOUND SIMILAR TO LIGHT? 
 

EXPLORE AND INVESTIGATE:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sounds are made when objects vibrate. The 
vibration makes the air around the object 
vibrate and the air vibrations enter your ear. 
You hear them as sounds. 
You cannot always see the vibrations, but if 

something is making a sound, some part of it 

is always vibrating 

How are the 

vibrations from a 

loud sound 

different from the  

vibrations of a soft 

sound? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYPOTHESISE 

ENQUIRE 

TEST 

RECORD  

REPORT  

CONCLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEY ASSESSMENT AND APPLICATION OPPORTUNITIES:  

EXS: 

1. Explain why some sounds are high and 
others low? 

GDS:  

1. What conclusions can you draw from the fact 
whales can communicate over hundreds of 
miles? 

 


