
 

 

   

 

        January 2023 
SELF-WORTH         ENGAGEMENT           PURPOSE 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------ 

DON’T FORGET TO SHARE HOW FANTASTIC OCEAN ACADEMY IS - THE CLOSING 
DATE FOR ROUND ONE OF APPLICATIONS FOR A PLACE IN YEAR 3 IN 
SEPTEMBER 2023 IS COMING. SHARE FAR AND WIDE AND HELP PARENTS MAKE 
OCEAN ACADEMY THEIR NUMBER ONE CHOICE! WE ARE ALWAYS READY TO 
ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS PARENTS/CARERS MAY HAVE. THANK YOU! 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
The term has started so successfully and I can honestly 
say, walking around Ocean Academy is an absolute joy. 
Staff and children are relaxed, engaged and hugely 
supportive of each other - it is teaching and learning at its 
very best!  
 
I thought I would take the time to remind you of the values 
held by Aspirations as a Trust  and subsequently, here at 
Ocean Academy. The 3 Guiding Principles of SELF-
WORTH, ENGAGEMENT and PURPOSE are well 
embedded at Ocean and we promote all 3 in all we do. 
Aspirations also believe that there are 8 conditions in which 
learners thrive and at Ocean Academy we work hard to 
ensure that our children have the opportunity to develop a 
sense of all 8 of them! 
The 8 Conditions for effective learning are: 
 

Belonging Heroes Sense of 
Accomplishment 

Fun and 
Excitement 

Curiosity 
and 

Creativity 

Spirit of 
Adventure 

Leadership 
and 

Responsibility 

Confidence 
to Take 
Action 

 

"Aspirations is the ability to dream and set goals for the future while 
being inspired in the present to reach those dreams" 

 
We will  continue to strive to realise and raise the Aspirations of all our children - and what a fantastic 
academy in which to do this. Go Ocean!!  
 
Best wishes                                                                                   Mrs J Quarrie - Executive Principal 
 
 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/aatocean                                        Facebook: Ocean Academy @aatocean. 

 Message from the Executive Principal  

 

https://twitter.com/aatocean


 

 

 

 

 

 
If your child is unwell or not coming in to school please call before 9.30am and let us know why.  We 
will call/text if your child is not at school.  If your child has an appointment during the school day 
please let us have proof of this in the form of letter, card or show us the text/email. Thanks for your 
support! 
Please let us know if you are not receiving regular texts and emails as that is our first method of 
communication and we do not want you to miss anything! 
Thank you for your continued support! 
 
 

 

 

 

Since returning to school after the Christmas break, Year 3 have continued to delight us with their 
enthusiasm for learning and their ability to be resilient, independent learners. In English, we have 
been working hard to secure our understanding of sentence types through writing to inform. We have 
been learning about expanded noun phrases and embedding our knowledge of simple, compound 
and complex sentences. We are enjoying reading our class reader ‘The Iron Man’ by Ted Hughes 
and have also been reading ‘Until I Met Dudley’ to inspire our writing. In maths, we have started 
looking at the formal methods for multiplication and division. We continue to develop our times tables 
knowledge and would like to encourage the children to continue to use Times Tables Rockstars at 
home as this will benefit them massively. The highlight of this half term has been our Stone Age 
topic. We thoroughly enjoyed looking at artefacts from the Stone Age and comparing how hunter-
gatherers lived vs. how we live today. We have also looked at Stone Age homes and how they 
developed from living in caves to building and living in permanent structures.  
 
Thank you Year 3 for all your hard work and continuing to demonstrate positive attitudes to learning 
this half term.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Year 3 Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Office reminders  

Year 3 Updates 



 

                              

 

What a fantastic start to the spring term. In English, we have enjoyed reading about different mythical 
creatures in our new text ‘Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them’ by J.K Rowling. Over the past 
few weeks, we have been learning more specifically about the effective use of subordinate clauses 
and expanded noun phrases within our writing.  
In maths, we have been solving a range of problems involving the multiplication and division formal 
written method. We are continuing to make great progress with our times tables. We would be very 
grateful if you could encourage your child to log into TTRockstars to practise their times tables as 
often as possible - thank you! 
Our new history topic ‘the Romans’ has been welcomed with such enthusiasm. We have enjoyed 
learning about Roman shields, the Roman army and more recently, making comparisons between 
the Celts and Romans. The wealth of knowledge shared during class discussions has been fantastic 
and we cannot wait to find out more! 
 
Keep up the excellent work, Year 4!  
 

 
The Year 4 Team 

 
 
 
Year 5 have come back really well and settled straight into things, which has been great to see! We 

have started our new class reader - Who Let the Gods Out? - which we are enjoying, and have 

begun to study it in part as a context for our model text this half term, as we focus on the purpose of 

persuading. We have thought about what makes a good piece of persuasive writing and are now 

exploring different types of punctuation to enhance our work further such as commas and 

punctuation for parenthesis, (pairs of brackets, dashes and commas).  

In maths, we started the term looking at division, including applying it to problems, before moving on 

to finding and understanding prime numbers. It was great to see them getting their heads around the 

short division method so well! The rest of this half term is going to be focused on fractions, decimals 

and percentages and using them in different ways. Please do keep working on times tables at home 

when you can and encouraging your children to use TT Rockstars as often as possible – it really 

makes such a difference when tables are secure in helping them pick up new concepts and 

processes. 

We are also really enjoying our new topic on the Mayans! We have had a great time beginning our 

new topic, thinking about when the Mayan period was, including making a giant timeline, and even 

having a go at the Ancient Mayan sport of Pok-ta-pok! We have then moved on to studying the 

ancient city of Chichén-Itzá. Alongside this, we have been busily involved in our Poole Museum 

project, learning all about different exhibits, including artefacts from the Swash Channel Wreck, and 

exploring how to create information labels for them! 

We have been really impressed with the children over these first few weeks and are looking forward 

to the rest of the half term and seeing them continue to go from strength to strength! As ever, if you 

have any queries about anything, do get in touch with us. 

Year 4 Updates  

Year 5 Updates 



 

 

  

Happy new year! Year 6 have bounced back into school with unbridled enthusiasm. Like many, some 

pupils may have struggled to crawl out of bed so soon into the new year but by nine thirty, the learning 

and engagement was in full swing. 

Our current class book, Cogheart, is being received positively. The book follows our misfit 
protagonist, Lily, as she navigates through a dark and mysterious world, being pursued by strange 
silver-eyed men. It is a peculiar book, with some classic, important themes: good vs evil; the 
individual’s relationship with the state; love and loss. 
Pupils are thoroughly enjoying learning about the English Civil War. We have learned about the key 
causes and outcome of the war and how it impacted life in the 17th century. More recently, pupils 
learned about the two opposing sides, their leaders and their motivations. As always, please see the 
flashcards and learning journey map on the school website to revisit and revise key information from 
the topic. We encourage you to casually discuss your child’s learning with them regularly and 
encourage them to recall what they have learned; this will help them embed their knowledge and 
increase their chances of remembering it in the future. 
In our English lessons recently, pupils have been learning about poetry. We have studied some 
excellent poems: Michel Rosen’s Chocolate Cake and William Davies’ Leisure, the latter a profound 
message about taking the time to ‘stand and stare’ and the former, a hilarious tale about the author 
being caught eating a whole chocolate cake. Pupils had the opportunity to write their own poetry in 
the style of these two poems. 

 

Year 6 Team 

 

 

 

Squads have been very working hard on their return after the Christmas break. Teamwork and team 

shape have been our focus. There are a lot of sporting events for children to engage with over the 

next couple of months. 

We have the girls’ football team and the netball team both currently leading their competitions and 
the next round of fixtures are coming very soon. The boys’ football team have their next round of the 
Shield tournament coming up. The athletics squad will have a chance to compete next week in an 

indoor event. 

Year 6 Updates 

January Sports report 



 

This month, we have had a group of Year 5 children go to The Cornerstone Academy for a Dance 

Festival. They got to work in a dance studio with input from Dance Leaders and Teachers and then 

showcase their performance. Mrs Scott reports that it was an excellent event and the children really 

enjoyed it. The children once again represented the school perfectly with their behaviour and 

enthusiasm. 

Fixtures coming up: 

Athletics team - Tuesday 24th January  

Netball team – Thursday 26th January  

Boys’ football team - Tuesday 31st January vs Upton Juniors 

Girls’ football team - Wednesday 1st February vs Hamworthy 

and vs Bishop St Aldhelm 

Netball team – Thursday 9th February 

Y5/6 AFC Bournemouth event - Friday 24th February 10am-

12pm 

Thanks for your support,  

Mr West 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to all the winners! 

Year 3 Sharks Seahorses Dolphins 

6 January Amiya/Esme Isaac/Callen Teddy/Zahir 

13 January Esme/Bridget Harrison/Brodie David/Renea 

20 January Lorin/Eleni Grace/Ellis Paige/David 

Year 4 Penguins Turtles Jellyfish 

6 January Elijah/Alfie Steve/Naa Shika Bella/Archie 

13 January Sophie/Belle Eva/Alana Alisa/Mason 

20 January Alyssa/Hattie Louie/Tommy Aaliyah/Finlay 

Year 5 Orcas Seals  

6 January Warren/Charlotte Keira/Finlay  

13 January Kyrylo/Mariam Danica/Freya  

20 January Poppie/Lexi Leon/Hayden  

Year 6 Barracudas Swordfish Stingrays 

6 January David/Leo Lillie/Amelia Bobby/Marley 

13 January Dominic/Harvey Freddie/Oliver S Larissa/Olivier 

20 January Florence/Lana Bella/Annaliese Maja/Theo 
 

 

Golden Book Winners  



 

 

 

 

Meet Ocean Academy’s Green team! This term, these children will be working together to carry out 
their agreed action points which will help to make positive environmental changes at Ocean 
Academy. These actions include improving the quiet area in the playground so it becomes an inviting 
environment again and encouraging more walking to school. The Green team also wish to promote 
more recycling throughout Ocean Academy. Last week, the team met with Mr David (the creator of 
the Green Award) to discuss their ideas. The Green team will be holding an assembly later this term 
to introduce themselves properly and share their vision with the whole school. They will also share 
updates in the newsletter too. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A huge welcome back to everyone and Happy New Year. Your CPTA have been working hard behind 
the scenes over the holidays to create an impressive list of incredible events for you and your children 
to enjoy over the coming terms. A list will be published shortly detailing all events so you can mark 
them in your diaries. For starters, this month we are looking forward to welcoming the children to 
movie nights, cake sales and the much-anticipated disco after half term. Please look out for emails 
coming to you detailing all events, ticket sale dates and how you can get involved. Please remember 
none of these events can run without your support. Make sure you follow the CPTA social media 
pages for all the links and details as they are released. We cannot wait for what looks like a very 
exciting few weeks to come. If you have any questions please email them 
to cpta.oceanacademy@gmail.com. 
 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Lillie-Mai (Stingrays) who has earned her ‘Self-
Worth’ Aspire Award this half term. Well done! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet Ocean’s Green Team  

CPTA dates  

Ocean Aspire Award  

mailto:cpta.oceanacademy@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

Year Class Attendance 

% 

Year 3 Dolphins 98.67 

 Seahorses 97.70 

  Sharks 96.60 

Year 4 Penguins 95.17 

 Turtles 93.92 

 Jellyfish 91.50 

Year 5 Orcas 94.03 

 Seals 95.56 

Year 6 Barracudas 92.39 

 Stingrays 98.56 

 Swordfish 98.47 
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 26 January  Hooke Court information meeting (online) Year 4 - 5.00pm 

13 -17 February Half term 

23 February  Year 3 Boat trip 

24 February  Year 3 Boat trip 

9 March  Year 5 Science dome 

14 March  Class Photos 

17 March  RNLI visiting Year 3 

20-22 March  Year 4 residential Hooke Court 

31 March  Last day of term – 1pm finish 

3-14 April   Easter holidays 

1 May   Bank holiday 

5 May   Coronation day at Ocean 

8 May   Bank holiday 

9-12 May  SATS week 

17-19 May  Year 6 residential New Forest 

29 May-2 June Half Term 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendance 

Our whole school attendance for 
January is currently 95.77% 
.Congratulations to Dolphins, 

Stingrays and Swordfish classes for 
their excellent attendance.  Thank 

you for your continued support! 

Diary Dates  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


