
 

  

 

November 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

How lovely it was to see so many of you at the parent’s consultation evening this week. It was such 

a positive experience and you all came out of your meetings with smiles on your faces! The parents' 

feedback from the survey conducted on the night was hugely positive with 200 responses!  You were 

100% in agreement that your child is happy at Ocean Academy and that you would recommend us 

to other parents which is fantastic news! The full survey results will be published on our website, so 

please take a look.  We are extremely proud of how positively the parents view the work that we do 

here at Ocean.  

As well as the face to face meetings to share progress information with parents, each child will bring 

home an end of term report. You will receive a report at the end of each term.  

A focus for us this year is to ensure most children can read at a 

level that allows them to access the curriculum with some degree 

of independence and at an age appropriate level by the end of year 

6.  We are also promoting a love of reading and reading for 

enjoyment. Children who read effectively develop a fantastic 

vocabulary and with this, high levels of oracy. Having regular 

conversations about a variety of topics is something that allows 

children to use and refine their skills. Below you will find a list of 

family conversation starters which are a great (and fun way!) to talk 

as a family and encourage your child to speak, listen and develop 

their language skills.  Have a go and tell me how you get on! 

Next half term we will be exploring our learning skill of INDEPENDENCE. Please encourage as much 

independence at home as possible to readiness for next term (and life in general!)  

 

Stay safe and well. 
 
Kindest regards  

 
Mrs J Quarrie 
Executive Principal 
 
 
 
 
 

 Message from the Executive Principal  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 If you could design your own school, what would it look like? 

 What are the most interesting things about you? 

 What’s one of your favourite jokes? 

 Would you rather be forced to sing along or dance to every single song you hear? 

 What’s your first memory? 

 If we all lived in a zoo, what animals would we be? 

 If you were to create a country, what would the name of the country be? 

 What would the rules be? What would the national flag look like? 

 What would be the most fun birthday celebration you could have? 

 What would you do if you could fly for a day? 

 If you could be a character from any book, what character would you and why? 

 If you could invite any person to dinner, who would you invite? 

 If you could take a trip anywhere, where would you go? 

 If you were a superhero, what would your power be and what would you be called? 

 If you could go into the world of one of your favourite books, which would you choose? 

 Would you rather have the ability to see 10 minutes into the future or 

 150 years into the past and why? 

 If you were a great inventor, what would you invent? 

 Where in the world would you most like to live? 

 If you were a teacher, what would you teach? 

 If you won £1000, what would you do with it? 

 Who do you think is the richest person in the world? 

 If you were granted three wishes, what would they be? 

 Name three things you are grateful for. 

 What are you most proud of? 

 Would you rather swim in a pool full of Nutella or a pool full of tomato ketchup? 

 What’s your favourite family tradition? 

 What is the best dream you’ve ever had? 

 Would you rather live in a treehouse or in a cave? 

 Which of the four seasons do you like best and why? 

 Who is the funniest person you know? Why? 

 Describe yourself in five words. 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
We celebrated Remembrance Day at Ocean Academy by an assembly lead by Mr Tharme, and 

observed the silence at 1100.  A big thank you to Mrs Cope who has put a wonderful display of 

wreaths and information to share with the children.  Lots of poppies and items have been sold and 

a great deal of money raised for this great charity.  A special mention to Milly and Sofia in Year 5 

who have run the ‘Poppy shop’ each day and organised it so well – thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The menu has now been uploaded onto school money for w/c 28 November to order.  Christmas 
lunch is available to order for Wednesday 7th December 2022 and the menu is below for your 
reference.  If you wish to place an order for 7th December this will need to be placed online no later 
than Monday 28 November. If you have already placed the lunch orders for w/c 5th December we 
have transferred any standard and vegetarian meals to the Christmas lunch option on the 
Wednesday, however, if you placed an order for the jacket potato on the Wednesday this has been 
removed as this option is not available for this day only.  If you wish to choose an alternative item 
please login to your school money account and select another item.  Please remember to update 
your basket before logging out otherwise your lunches will not be placed. 
 

    Christmas Lunch Menu from Star Cuisine 

       Main                                          Pudding 

Roasted chicken                              Chocolate Fudge Brownies 
Roast potatoes                                    

Seasonal vegetables 

Includes Spouts and Parsnip. 

Sausage wrapped in Bacon Gravy.  

Vegetarian…                                                

Festive bean, stuffing and Cranberry 

Cake.                                      

Roast potatoes 

Seasonal vegetables                                           

Includes Spouts and Parsnip. 

Linda McCartney Sausage & Vegetarian Gravy               
 
 
 
 

 

Christmas Lunch 

Remembrance Day  



 

 
 
In music this term we have all been working incredibly hard on our ukulele skills across the school 
building up our chord banks to learn a variety of songs. The children have responded fantastically 
and are even able to play and sing along as well.  
The Rocksteady bands are preparing for their first gig of the academic year on Wednesday 7th 
December. I'm sure they will be incredible as always. We will also be having a music assembly on 
Friday 9th December for our piano and ukulele students as well.  
In our Friday assembly we have been enjoying a sing along with our very own Ocean Academy 
Teacher Band made up of Mr Lee, Mrs Falvey and Mr Beedie. The collective singing voices of 
children were very much missed over lockdowns so it has been marvellous to have that back and 
everyone is in fine voice.  
I really enjoy hearing the children come and tell me about their music lessons and how they are 
practicing at home.  
If you have a child who is interested in learning an instrument, check the website or speak to Mr 
Beedie as there are spaces available.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
Children can wear Christmas jumpers on the top half of their uniforms if they wish.  For the bottom 
half please can children wear normal uniform.  Donations on the 9th December are requested as 
follows: 

● Year 3 - chocolate 
● Year 4 - chocolate 
● Year 5 – bottles/drinks 
● Year 6 – bottles/drinks 

 
The 7th is Christmas Lunch day – Don’t forget to order this and the 8th  
is the national Christmas jumper day! 
 
 Thank you for your support! 
 
 

 

In English, we are enjoying reading The Twits by Roald Dahl. We are learning to use simple and 

multi-clause within our descriptive writing. In maths, we have been developing and securing our 

understanding of addition and subtraction. We learnt how to use the column methods for addition 

and subtraction including exchanging. Well done Year 3 for showing resilience and using a Growth 

Mindset as this was a little challenging to begin with! In science, we have been learning about forces 

and magnets. We carried out our first investigation looking at friction and enjoyed looking at how 

friction affected the distance travelled by a car. We have also enjoyed taking part in our creative 

rotation where we are learning how to play the ukulele, add slides to a Google slide presentation and 

design our own 3D dice. After learning the Spanish alphabet and common sounds last half term, we 

are applying our knowledge of this to help us learn greetings and some basic introductions. We are 

able to hold a conversation between ourselves and our partner, muy bien! 

The Year 3 Team 

 

Music update 

Christmas Jumper day – Wednesday 7, Thursday 8 and Friday 9 

December! 2022 

Year 3 Updates 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

 
It has been a busy few weeks in Year 4! In English, we have started our writing to entertain unit, 
focusing on the text ‘The Lost Thing’. We have been learning how to use fronted adverbials and 
different sentence structures for effect.  
 
In maths, we have been learning to subtract numbers up to 4 digits with more than one exchange 
and multiply 1, 2 and 3 digit numbers by 10 and 100. The children have been working hard to include 
lots of mathematical vocabulary in their reasoning answers. 
 
In science, the children have loved learning about electricity, exploring complete and incomplete 
circuits and investigating different materials as electrical conductors. In classes, we have had many 
insightful discussions about how to stay safe around electricity.  
 
In PSHE, we have enjoyed visits from AFC Bournemouth who have run workshops linked to 
teamwork and resilience. Year 4 also enjoyed Tim’s visit from Wessex Water. We learned all about 
where our water comes from and where it goes afterwards. We were fascinated by how water gets 
cleaned and how much water is used every day. Our favourite part was the shake test where we 
were able to see what happens when toilet tissue, hand tissues and wet wipes are flushed down the 
toilet.   
 
Keep up the excellent learning attitude, Year 4! 
 
 

 

Year 4 Team 

 

Year 4 Updates  



 

 
 
 
Year 5 have made a great start to the new half term and we continue to be impressed with their 
work ethic and the work they are producing. We have now moved onto our new English topic, 
focused around the class book for this half term, ‘Cosmic’. We are all hugely enjoying this book 
and can’t wait to hear the next part each day! Over this half term, we are focusing on the areas we 
have identified as likely to benefit most from some focused work at this point, so we have been 
concentrating on use of fronted adverbials and accurate speech punctuation. 
The first two weeks of half term in maths were focused around all things data, including exploring 
use of bar charts, line graphs, pictograms and tables. Work has then progressed on to written 
methods of multiplication and applying them to problem scenarios. It has been good to see how the 
children’s arithmetic skills are developing each day too! 
The children are enjoying our new topic, “Rocketman”. We started with an ‘Astronaut afternoon’, 
exploring skills you need to be a successful astronaut such as teamwork, dexterity and reaction 
times. We have also carried out various different experiments exploring the concepts of gravity and 
friction, as well as using Newton meters to explore the difference and links between mass and 
weight. It was lovely to see so many of you at parents evening, and we hope you enjoyed seeing 
your children’s books and discussing their successes to date. As ever, if anything comes up over 
the coming weeks, do please catch us at the end of the day or email in. 

 

Year 5 Team  
 

Year 6 Team 

 
It has been another successful month in Year 6. Pupils’ attitudes and behaviour continue to improve, 
providing them with the perfect environment for what we do best here at Ocean - learn!  
We are progressing through our class reader, Clockwork, and enjoying every chapter of it. The story 
is about Karl’s need to create a figure for Glockenheim’s clock. The trouble is, he has yet to make 
anything and its unveiling is tomorrow. Whilst it is a bizarre and fantastical novel, many of its themes 
are rooted in reality and provide opportunities for valuable discussion. It has supported our writing 
where we have been studying descriptive writing techniques: similes, metaphors, powerful 
adjectives, oxymorons and pathetic fallacies. Children enjoyed writing about the mysterious Dr 
Kalemenius in their recent independent write where they were given the opportunity to showcase 

their descriptive writing skills.  
Pupils have also enjoyed learning about earthquakes in their geography lessons. They have learned 
about destructive, constructive and transform tectonic plate boundaries, what they are and their 
effects. They have also learned that seismologists measure earthquakes using a seismograph, 
identify its magnitude and rate it on the moment magnitude scale. With this knowledge, pupils are 
currently creating a group presentation on the subject. This provides pupils with the opportunity to 
practise skills learned in their geography lessons, computing skills, descriptive writing skills and 
teamwork skills whilst providing an important opportunity to practise presenting to an audience. 
In our music lessons, pupils have been learning to play the ukulele, specifically the chords C, G, F 
and A minor. Ukuleles are a relatively inexpensive gateway into the world of stringed instruments. 
The benefits of learning a musical instrument are plentiful. Although it is enjoyable in itself, learning 

Year 5 Updates 

Year 6 Updates 



 

an instrument develops confidence, team-working skills, discipline, resilience and can open the door 
to friendships with like-minded peers. If your child is particularly interested in the ukulele and you 
would like to help them pursue it, speak to Mr Lee or Mr Beedie if you would like help in doing so!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to all the winners!  

Year 3 Sharks Seahorses Dolphins 

4 Nov Yousif/Rueben Lola/Nene Sonny/Xander 

11 Nov Aiden/Colin Ivy/Xanthe Sumayyah/Leela 

18 Nov Oscar B/Calvin Dillon/Kamy Edi/Ivy 

Year 4 Penguins Turtles Jellyfish 

4 Nov David/Mason Rose/Ana Neve/Aashka 

11 Nov Alice/Amber Elsie/Scarlet Connor/Amy 

18 Nov Aseel/Joshua T Dennis/Devon  

Year 5 Orcas Seals  

4 Nov Yanis/Miley Jake/Evan  

11 Nov Zakk/River Freya/Tommy  

18 Nov Shai/Alexis Tyler/Mason  

Year 6 Barracudas Swordfish Stingrays 

4 Nov  Florence/Lana Anna/Oliver Cameron/Leo 

11 Nov Tommy/Selin Stella/Sienna Ella/Trey 

18 Nov Dominic/Charlie Kay/Will Noel/Evelyn 

 

Golden Book Winners  



 

 

 

 

 
Well done everyone who proudly wore their ‘odd socks’ as one of the 
many activities that happened across the Academy to remind us all of 
the importance of zero tolerance towards bullying. As a GOLD school for 
anti-bullying, we continue to strive to eradicate bullying in its many forms.  

 

 

 

 

 

Year Class Attendance 

% 

Year 3 Dolphins 94.32 

 Seahorses 98.51 

  Sharks 97.10 

Year 4 Penguins 95.87 

 Turtles 95.73 

 Jellyfish 95.08 

Year 5 Orcas 96.11 

 Seals 91.56 

Year 6 Barracudas 93.56 

 Stingrays 93.79 

 Swordfish 98.78 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for all of your hard work you have put into recycling your bottle tops, I am delighted to let 
you know that you have collected a total of 38.48kg since you have started with the School Cycled 
scheme and your earth token balance is now 9,620. 
  
We will be deciding in the next few weeks what our target to purchase is for the school.  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anti-Bullying 

Attendance 

The whole school attendance is 

95.49%.  Thank you for supporting us 

at the school with attendance.  

Congratulations Swordfish – you top 

the leader board!! 

Recycled bottle tops 



 

 
 

 
 

Thank you for your kind donations to Children in Need.  The children 
have enjoyed dressing up and a total of £290 has been raised – thank 
you! 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

   

We have had plenty of sporting events with lots of children gaining experience of competitive sports 

and sports leadership training since the last report. 

Ten Year 5 children went to Poole High School for sports leadership training run by the School 

Games and Dorset Leadership Academy. I am delighted to report they all successfully completed 

the course and earnt their ‘Bronze Ambassadors’ certificates. They will now support me in engaging 
other pupils into active games at play times for the rest of this term. Eventually, they will also be 

running warm up activities in PE lessons too. The pupils were great ambassadors for our school and 

showed enthusiasm towards all the different tasks they had to complete. 

Our Year 5 /6 Mixed Football Team played in a 7-a-side tournament at Baden Powell & St Peter’s 
School. After a bit of a disjointed first match 0-1 loss, the team reacted well and ended up unbeaten 

for the remaining group matches: 1-1, 1-0, 0-0. The team showed great teamwork and spirit but 

unfortunately, we didn’t progress to the knockout rounds due to goal difference. Harvey (our GK) 
deserves a special mention as player of the tournament for his amazing reflex saves and courage. 

The Y5/6 Girls’ Football Team had their first match of the Dorset 9-a-side league away to St Mary’s. 
The squad have been practising their shooting skills in training and this showed as we won 5-2! It is 

very hard to pick a stand out performer as the whole team did so well! Mrs Smith and I are very proud 

of them all. 

We made an excellent start in the U11 PEDSSA Netball League. The netball team have played three 

matches so far: A 5-0 win vs Baden Powell & St Peter’s School, a 7-0 win vs St Michael’s Middle 
and an 8-1 win vs Oakdale Juniors. The pace of our passing stood out in every game as did the 

sportsmanship shown by all of our players.  

A team of Year 3/4 children participated in a ‘Multisport Madness’ event at Poole High School run by 
their sports students. Our children experienced a range of new games like capture the flag and 

‘Diamond Cricket’. I was really impressed with their adaptability, confidence and ‘have a go’ attitude.  

It has been a very busy month for sport at school. There are plenty more fixtures and opportunities 

for children to participate coming soon!  

Children in Need 

Sports report  



 

 

 
 
Once upon a time, there was a twit floating in the flint, pewter sky.  She was raging with fury and by 
the way, her name is Mrs Twit.  Her husband had tricked her but she was not giving up on getting 
down.  She was disgusted by the beautiful clouds so she threw a tantrum.  Down in the lower world 
her husband was celebrating with a glass of white wine.  She tried to swim through the air and she 
tried to walk on Saturn.  Then unexpectedly, she saw an otter.  The space otter came to her so Mrs 
Twit sat on it.  The space otter was offended and it flew away.  So Mrs Twit was left alone in the 
moonlit sky.  Oh dear!  The space otter had come back with space bees!  Suddenly the space bees 
came charging at her.  Mrs Twit was left with a horrible sting. 
 
She was very sore and for once in a lifetime, she cried.  She missed playing tricks on Mr Twit.  When 
suddenly the umbrella slipped out of her hand and she started falling!  When she was about a 
millimetre away from Mr Twit she screamed, you horrible, old twit!  So Mrs Twit lived happily ever 
after,  Not so much Mr Twit.  He had to do the cleaning for five months. 

 
What a lovely story and punctuation from Hermia in Year 3 – thank you! 
 
 
 
What a busy half term we have had so far in the CPTA! We kick-started our fundraising for the year 
with Year 3’s Cakey Monday. It had people queuing out the door and raised a fantastic £184.58. Our 
next event was the heavily anticipated Glow Disco and it did not disappoint. Adults and children alike 
had huge amounts of fun dancing under the UV lights and having their photos taken in the glow arch 
photo booth. We raised an incredible £497.05 and made some fabulous memories. Our most recent 
event was Year 4’s Cakey Monday. The amount of homemade cake was outstanding and one again 
the queue wound round the playground. They raised £203.69, which was remarkable. We are now 
all looking forward to the Christmas events that are to come. We would like to mention a special 
thanks to all the parents that have offered their time and help so far with our events. It truly makes 
all the different to have the support of both parents and teachers and without you, we could not make 
these events such a success (or so much fun). 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A child’s story from Year 3 by Hermia  

Diary Dates – CPTA and news 



 

 

25 November             Inset day – school closed 
28 November             Fire Service visiting Year 5 
7 December             Christmas lunch and Christmas J 
9 December             Christmas Jumper day and Christmas Fayre 5.00-8.00pm 
13 December             Year 4 visiting St Peters church 
13 December             Years 5 and 6 Christmas carols 3.00pm (hot chocolate and mince pies) 
14 December             Years 3 and 4 Christmas carols 3.00pm (hot chocolate and mince pies) 
16 December             School ends for Christmas holiday – 1.00pm collection 
3 January 2023             Inset day – school closed 
4 January 2023             Welcome back – Spring Term 2023 
9 January 2023             After schools clubs re-commence  
 

SCHOOL TERMS AND HOLIDAYS 2022-2023 

Autumn Term 2022 

Last Day of Term for Christmas Friday 16 December 2022 (1pm finish)  

Spring Term 2023 

INSET Day   Tuesday 3 January 2023 

First Day of Term Wednesday 4 January 2023 

Half term Holiday Monday 13 February – Friday 17 February 2023 

Return to school after Half term Monday 20 February 2023 

Last Day of term for Easter Friday 31 March 2023 (1pm finish) 

Summer Term 2023 

First day of Term Monday 17 April 2023 

Bank Holiday Monday 1 May 2023 

Bank Holiday (Coronation) Monday 8 May 2023 New date  

Half term Holiday Monday 29 May to Friday 2 June 2023  

Return to school after Half Term Monday 5 June 2023 

INSET Day – School Closed 
 

Friday 23 June 2023 
 

Last Day of term for Summer 
Holidays 

Friday 21 July 2023 (1pm finish) 

 

Diary Dates  


