
Ocean Academy’s 
curriculum



What do we want to achieve?

Our intent
No limits. No barriers.

Remember more. 
Understand more. 

Apply more.

Spark the curiosity 
of learners.

Empower learners 
with knowledge, 

skills and 
vocabulary for 
future success. 

Develop the whole 
child.



Intent: Our curriculum vision… 

To develop a curriculum which will challenge and support 
each learner to develop a strong sense of self through a 

purposeful, engaging and authentic learning journey; 
preparing resilient learners who have the knowledge, skills 

and cultural awareness to embrace an ever-changing 
world.

No limits: No barriers.



Intent: No limits

฀ To ensure all learners remember more, understand more and can apply more: 
฀ Our curriculum will immerse learners in the essential, primary knowledge and widely known cultures of our 

world.
฀ Our curriculum will be planned and delivered to embed knowledge in the long-term memory, attach new 

learning to existing schemas of prior understanding and contextualise knowledge for deeper meaning. 
฀ Our curriculum will be filled with authentic and purposeful opportunities for learners to apply their understanding 

in a variety of ways.

฀ To spark the curiosity of all learners and nurture their need to discover more: 
฀ Our curriculum will challenge and support all learners to engage thoughtfully in their learning, think deeply and 

persist to master each concept.



Intent: No barriers

฀ To empower learners with the knowledge, skills and vocabulary to be successful in the future:
฀ Our curriculum will ensure that all learners develop a wide base of knowledge, skills and sophisticated 

vocabulary which enables them to articulate their understanding and communicate outside of their immediate 
sphere.

฀ To develop the whole child: 
฀ Our curriculum will nurture the mental, physical, social and emotional wellbeing of all learners and foster 

resilience and risk-taking in all. 

฀ Our curriculum will value and celebrate diversity and support our learners to become active citizens of modern 
Britain and an ever-changing world.

฀ Our curriculum will value each subject equally. 



Curriculum intent: Coverage, breadth and ambition... 

฀ Our curriculum has been planned to ensure full and comprehensive coverage of the 
National Curriculum. 

฀ Curriculum and subject leaders have meticulously planned and logically sequenced the 
requirements of each subject to ensure that our learners receive a broad and balanced 
education, excellent outcomes and are extremely well prepared for their secondary 
education. 

฀ Evidence documents in school:
฀ Whole school curriculum map
฀ Subject leader planning document
฀ Subject leader progression planning
฀ Learning journey maps and essential knowledge flashcards (science, geography, history 

and RE only)



Curriculum intent: Progression, end points and 
securing knowledge in the long term memory...

฀ Curriculum and subject leaders have carefully planned each subject to ensure that learning is sequenced and progressive and builds upon 
what has been learned before. 

฀ All topics of learning are sequenced logically to ensure that all children are able to move towards the defined end point of each area of the 
curriculum; best preparing them for their secondary education. 

฀ Our Marking and Feedback policy, alongside our teachers’ excellent understanding and application of assessment for learning throughout the 
school, ensures that prior understanding is constantly reviewed and revisited so that learners can embed and use their knowledge fluently and 
develop their understanding; connecting new knowledge with existing understanding (building schema). 

฀ Curriculum and subject leaders have designed a whole school revision cycle to ensure that learning is revisited and revised across terms and 
years to ensure that learners make links in their learning and build on what they already know. 

฀ A robust assessment cycle has been created to ensure that assessment is used effectively to identify misconceptions and next steps for learning 
in all subjects. 

฀ Evidence documents in school: 
฀ Whole school curriculum map

฀ Subject leader planning document

฀ Subject leader progression planning

฀ Learning journey maps and essential knowledge flashcards (science, geography, history and RE only)

฀ Marking and feedback policy

฀ Whole school revision cycle

฀ Whole school assessment cycle



Curriculum intent: Developing well-equipped and 
well-rounded learners...

฀ The knowledge and skills covered and taught in our curriculum have been carefully planned and selected by curriculum 
and subject leaders to match the needs of our school context and to address the educational and social needs of our 
learners. Our curriculum is designed to best equip all learners with the knowledge and skills they need to take advantage 
of future opportunities and be best prepared for their secondary education as well rounded learners. ฀ All leaders across the school have planned each subject carefully to ensure that the curriculum is filled with opportunities 
to develop their cultural capital. 

Cultural capital is defined in the National Curriculum as, ‘...the essential knowledge that pupils need to be educated citizens, 
introducing them to the best that has been thought and said and helping to engender an appreciation of human creativity.’

฀ As an Aspirations Academies Trust school, all leaders have planned the curriculum to develop the wellness and complete, 
rounded health (SMSC) of all learners. 

฀ As an Aspirations Academies Trust school, all leaders have planned opportunities across the curriculum for children to 
develop their understanding of employability and develop desirable learning skills that will equip them for the future 
stages of their life. 

฀ Evidence documents in school:
฀ Whole school curriculum map
฀ Subject leader planning document
฀ Subject leader progression planning
฀ Learning journey maps and essential knowledge flashcards (science, geography, history and RE only)
฀ Developing cultural capital and employability plan



Curriculum intent: Developing excellent readers...

฀ Throughout our curriculum, high-quality, age-appropriate and engaging texts have been selected as the 
core of the curriculum.

฀ Each reading text has been carefully selected by the curriculum and subject leaders alongside class teachers 
to ensure that our learners are being exposed to excellent literature, a wide variety of authors and a diverse 
range of characters across the curriculum.

฀ The teaching of reading mechanics and comprehension is valued highly within our school and is timetabled 
daily in all year groups. 

฀ As part of our robust and rigorous assessment cycle, our learners’ reading age, reading speed and 
comprehension is tracked termly. From these findings, rapid intervention to improve phonics and reading 
fluency is put in place to ensure that all learners can read age-appropriate texts and access our full 
curriculum offer. For those children still reading below their chronological age, teachers ensure that 
scaffolded support is put in place to ensure that all learners can access the learning. 

฀ Evidence documents in school: 
฀ Reading texts across the curriculum progression map
฀ The process of reading teaching at Ocean Academy 
฀ Whole school curriculum map
฀ Subject leader planning document
฀ Subject leader progression planning
฀ Whole school assessment cycle



Our curriculum – subjects: 

฀ Following the National Curriculum, our curriculum ensures full coverage of the following subject 
areas: 
฀ English (Reading, writing, speaking and listening)
฀ Mathematics
฀ Science
฀ Geography
฀ History
฀ Religious Education
฀ Modern Foreign Languages (Spanish)
฀ Music
฀ Art and design
฀ Design and Technology
฀ Computing
฀ Physical Education (PE)
฀ Personal, social, health and economic (PSHE) education
฀ Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) and Health Education



Our planning journey… 
To prepare for the implementation of our curriculum, the following support documents are in place:

1. Curriculum map/overview of coverage – general overview of whole school planning (DQ, 6LS, Emp, Asp, NC2014)
2. Subject leader planning, action plans and budgeting – detailed plan by subject leaders to ensure that the curriculum is covered and resources 

available
3. Subject coverage and progression planning – selected topics, essential knowledge, exit questions, opportunities for the development of cultural 

capital & employability
4. Learning Journey Maps: created for each topic of learning. These include the essential knowledge:  chunked, progressive and in context.
5. Essential knowledge flashcards: made by subject leaders for each topic of learning in science, geography and history, these are used with the 

Leitner system for development of quick recall and fluency. They are designed to be used daily to develop quick recall and retrieval. 
6. Phased planning tool for use in PPA to aid discussion 
7. Exit questions/tasks: as outlined in the subject progression plans, these are used to assess the understanding and the application of the essential 

knowledge (scenarios, reasoning & justification, problem solving). 
8. Model EXS and GDS exit answers: created by subject leaders, a collection of exemplary assessments to be used to support teaching and planning. 
9. Whole school revision cycle: to ensure that learning is secure and stored in the long term memory, flashcards, learning journey maps and quizzes will 

be revised and revisited weekly, termly and yearly (see revision cycle). 
10. High-quality reading texts: new high-quality, vocabulary-rich texts have been purchased and mapped across the curriculum to contextualise the 

learning.
11. Tier 2 vocabulary: 161 tier 2 vocabulary words have been selected and mapped across the school for explicit teaching across the year groups. Each 

ATL will also have assigned vocabulary which must be explicitly used within the topic. 



Our curriculum map…

฀ All of our subjects have been carefully 
mapped out and planned to ensure full 
coverage of the National Curriculum 2014.

฀ To see our curriculum map in full, please click 
the button. 

Curriculum map 2020-21: click here

https://ocean.academies.aspirationsacademies.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2020/09/CURRICULUM-OVERVIEW-2020-21.pdf
https://ocean.academies.aspirationsacademies.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2020/09/CURRICULUM-OVERVIEW-2020-21.pdf


Subject leader planning…

฀ Every subject has a curriculum statement and vision decided by the subject leader. 

฀ Every subject leader has created a detailed, progressive plan to ensure that the coverage and 
resourcing of their subject is progressive and complete. 

฀ These are used by year leaders and class teachers to ensure that the teaching of each year group is 
consistent across classes and between years; regardless of teacher. 

฀ Every subject has a detailed and reflective action plan which is reviewed half termly. 



What does this look like in practice?

Implementation
No limits. No barriers.

Remember more. Understand more. Apply more.



Curriculum implementation: Ensuring high-quality teaching 
and consistency across the school...

฀ The teaching approach adopted across the entire school in all subjects is dedicated to removing barriers, ensuring 
challenge and enabling all children to know more, understand more and apply more. 

฀ Stringent planning tools and resources and shared planning time in school are in place to ensure that all teachers, 
regardless of confidence or teaching experience, are able to deliver learning opportunities and subject knowledge to 
the same high standard and ensure that learning builds upon what they already know. 

฀ We have created an in-house professional development plan whereby all staff are invited to attend training delivered by 
subject leaders to improve the subject knowledge and understanding of teaching approaches in all subjects of the 
curriculum.

฀ All staff, as part of their performance management, are encouraged to partake in a variety of CPD opportunities. 
฀ Triangulation through regular learning walks, book looks and data analysis is completed regularly by senior leaders and 

subject leaders to ensure that all teaching is good or better across all subjects.
฀ The planned use of IRIS and fluid opportunities for all staff to observe excellent practice within and outside of the 

academy ensure that staff professional development is valued highly by all. 
฀ Our Marking and Feedback policy, alongside our teachers’ excellent understanding and application of assessment for 

learning throughout the school, ensures that prior understanding is constantly reviewed and revisited so that learners can 
embed and use their knowledge fluently and develop their understanding; connecting new knowledge with existing 
understanding (building schema). 



Curriculum implementation: Ensuring high-quality teaching 
and consistency across the school...

฀ The teaching approach adopted across the entire school in all subjects is dedicated to 
removing barriers, ensuring challenge and enabling all children to know more, understand 
more and apply more. 

฀ All subjects have been planned and sequenced by subject leaders to ensure that, 
regardless of class or year group, all learners receive the same diet of progressive learning.

฀ All teachers are proficient in their understanding of using assessment effectively to gauge 
starting points and next steps in learning. 

฀ Agreed teaching approaches in all subjects have been designed and created to ensure 
that learning is delivered in a way that ensures that the essential knowledge is embedded, 
over time, in the long term memory. 

฀ We follow a phased approach of learning which ensures that concepts are remembered, 
understood and that all learners have the opportunity to apply their understanding in 
purposeful, challenging ways. 



Implementation: Putting it in to practice!
Know more. Understand more. Apply more. 

฀ We deploy a 4 phases of learning approach across the school and subjects:
1. Remember: identify/recall/fluency
2. Understand: Simple use of their understanding - reason/explain/justify etc
3. Apply: Use their understanding in various ways - analyse/reason in depth/ 

evaluate/create/problem solve etc
4. GDS challenge: higher order thinking/flip the task/alter the criteria/change the 

audience 

฀ As always, children must start on the phase which is appropriate for their current 
level of understanding with the eventual aim that they will reach the expected 
standard (EXS) or better (GDS). 

฀ Scaffolded support will be used within each phase to support all children towards 
the next phase of learning but this remains within the phase. 

฀ Assessment for learning (AfL) will be used to guide starting points and children will 
be challenged from this point. 

฀ The learning objective will represent the learning of that year group and that 
scaffolds must be put in place to enable children to move through the phases 
towards the end goal.  

Phased learning – the learning journey

Understand 
more

Know more

Apply more

Support

Challenge



Implementation: Putting it in to practice!
Know more. Understand more. Apply more. 

฀ To improve the language use, confidence and understanding of key vocabulary, we 
have designed a programme to teach and encourage the use of powerful, tier 2 
vocabulary across the school. 

฀ All year groups will study a ‘word of the week’. 
฀ This will be explicitly taught weekly alongside spelling and will include discussions 

around phonic buttons, spelling, synonyms and antonyms, definitions and used in 
context. 

฀ The use of tier 2 vocabulary will be encouraged and praised across the curriculum. 
Children will highlight their correct use in books with a yellow highlighter.

฀ Each ATL (topic of learning) has been assigned a list of tier 2 vocabulary which could 
be effectively used throughout. This will be displayed during these ATLs and explicitly 
encouraged/encountered by pupils. 

฀ These words will be displayed and the children challenged and supported to use 
these appropriately to explain their understanding. 

฀ By teaching and incorporating these tier 2 words throughout our curriculum, all 
learners will improve in their reading, writing, speaking and listening ability and be 
better prepared for their next stage of education. 

Tier 2 vocabulary



Assessment for learning…

฀ To ensure that learning builds upon what children already know, our teachers are 
proficient in their use of assessment for learning. 

฀ Before any topic or area of learning, teachers use a range of strategies to check for initial 
understanding or misconceptions. In response to this, subsequent learning opportunities 
ensure that learners start at the appropriate point and lessons are tailored to meet the 
needs of individual learners. 

฀ Our Marking and Feedback policy, alongside our teachers’ excellent understanding and 
application of assessment for learning throughout the school, ensures that prior 
understanding is constantly reviewed and revisited so that learners can embed and use 
their knowledge fluently and develop their understanding; connecting new knowledge 
with existing understanding (building schema). 



The teaching of reading: our approach

฀ At the forefront of reading is the desire to create a culture and life-long 
love of reading throughout the school. We want all pupils to become 
thoughtful readers. 

฀ We immerse learners in high-quality, diverse texts and meaningful 
opportunities which empowers them to build resilience: taking risks, 
learning from their mistakes and persisting to master each concept. 
Classes are allocated library slots to explore a variety of texts. 

฀ Teaching reading: staff select high-quality texts that lend themselves to a 
particular question style (retrieval/summarise/inference/tabulated etc) 
and a phased learning process is created (identify/explain/apply/greater 
depth). Chosen texts can link in with Learning Journey Maps, supporting 
pupils with pre-learning and over-learning.

฀ Through regular assessment cycles and QLA analysis, staff can identify 
specific areas for development. 



The teaching of writing: our approach

฀ Our English curriculum ensures that progression and consistency of high-quality teaching and 
learning is evident across the school, where feedback is diagnostic and all learners are challenged 
and supported to reach their full potential.

฀ Our English curriculum ensures all learners develop a wide base of vocabulary to articulate their 
understanding, opinions and desired impact, both written and spoken. 

฀ The writing learning journey is a cycle and adapts and changes through regular assessment for 
learning (assess - plan - teach).

฀ High-quality model texts allow children to analyse a text and generate their own writer’s toolkit. A 
phased learning approach ensures all pupils are both supported and challenged through their 
learning, whilst providing extended writing opportunities where children apply their new learning.

฀ High-quality red-pen questions ensure pupils think deeply and consider writer’s choice. 
฀ Greater depth: is an opportunity for learners to justify, analyse and evaluate their understanding. The 

subject planning tool has examples of high-quality examples.



The teaching of maths: our approach

฀ At Ocean, we teach maths as a mastery approach using the CPA method 
(concrete – pictorial - abstract).

฀ We want children to be able to be fluent in the mathematical concepts then to be 
able to apply them - with reasoning - to solve problems. We achieve this through 
phased learning where all learners are supported and challenged to meet their full 
potential.

฀ As well as the core maths lesson, there are daily arithmetic sessions tailored to filling 
gaps and stretching areas of the maths curriculum specific to that class or group.

฀ At Ocean, we understand how important the key knowledge of times tables is for 
developing a deeper understanding of more complex areas of maths.  All year 
groups explicitly teach times tables in a phased approach that is designed to meet 
the specific needs of the individual pupil.

฀ Children are encouraged to a think more deeply about the reasoning of maths and 
to use mathematical vocabulary in their discussions and written work.

฀ At Ocean, we are developing our mathematical links to how maths can support the 
children in their future careers and in other areas of the curriculum.



Implementation: Putting it in to practice!
Know more. Understand more. Apply more. 

฀ Driving questions and public products:
฀ The driving question is the BIG question at the beginning of the topic which guides the learning to a final 

destination and gives the learning a tangible purpose for the pupils. 

฀ The driving question will link the learning to the final product, often linking to employability and cultural 
opportunities. 

฀ The public product is an opportunity for the learners to present, apply or showcase their accumulation of 
knowledge in a real-life scenario.

฀ All of the learning throughout the topic is relevant to the public product and builds towards the success of this. 

Curriculum map 2020-21: click here

Purpose

https://ocean.academies.aspirationsacademies.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2020/09/CURRICULUM-OVERVIEW-2020-21.pdf
https://ocean.academies.aspirationsacademies.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2020/09/CURRICULUM-OVERVIEW-2020-21.pdf


Implementation: Putting it in to practice!
Know more. Understand more. Apply more. 

฀ REMEMBER MORE. UNDERSTAND MORE. APPLY MORE. 
฀ Subject leaders for science, geography, history and RE have planned 

meticulously the ‘must knows’ of their subject: the essential 
knowledge. 

฀ Flashcards are created and must be simple, single pieces of 
information and asked in reversed terms as well. 

฀ As the children commit this essential knowledge to their long term 
memory, these flashcards are revised at set out intervals to secure the 
learning. 

฀ Self-assessment tick sheets are used in the topic/science books to 
inform teacher assessment of next steps in learning and inform next 
steps/intervention. 

฀ To be effective, children can move away from the cards at different 
paces and some may need extra intervention to learn these. 

฀ Not all cards are introduced at once to avoid cognitive overload and 
cards are added as the topic develops. 

฀ Quick quizzes are used informally to regularly check understanding 
and inform next steps!

Essential knowledge flashcards using the Leitner system

Know more



Implementation: Putting it in to practice!
Know more. Understand more. Apply more. 

Revision cycle to combat the ‘forgetting curve’
฀ To ensure that the essential knowledge is committed to 

long term memory, a revision cycle has been created 
to ensure that previous learning is revisited and revised.  
฀ During topic: Leitner system:

฀ Daily

฀ Every other day

฀ Weekly

฀ Termly
฀ Yearly
฀ 4 yearly



Implementation: Putting it in to practice!
Know more. Understand more. Apply more. 

฀ THE WHAT… From the detailed subject leader planning tool, the 
learning journey maps are to be used as a planning tool by 
teachers – this is what MUST be known and what can be 
applied by the pupils. 

฀ The learning must be ‘chunked’ in to manageable pieces and 
used with the children as a reading comprehension and 
discussion aid to contextualise the knowledge acquired 
through the flashcards.

฀ Thinking points – these have been introduced to break 
up/chunk the information. These are aids to discussion and do 
not need to be recorded. They are a nice opportunity for quick 
recall, paired discussion, whiteboard response as examples to 
aid the learning. 

฀ These are also on the year pages on the website and are to be 
used as a home learning tool.

‘Memory is the residue of thought.’

Learning journey maps Understand more



Implementation: Putting it in to practice!
Know more. Understand more. Apply more. 

฀ Exit quizzes are in line with the essential flashcards and 
learning journey maps as a way to ensure consistency 
and quality control across year groups. The exit quiz is a 
way of learning what essential knowledge/raw facts has 
been retained over time and what will need revising in 
future learning. 

฀ The exit question is an opportunity for learners to apply 
their knowledge to a higher order level of thinking. 

฀ These will both be completed at the end of a topic to 
support the final summative assessment made by the 
class teacher.

Exit quizzes and exit questions



How will we know if we have been successful?

Impact
No limits. No barriers.

Remember more. Understand more. Apply more. 



Curriculum impact: Developing well-rounded learners

฀ Our curriculum has been designed to be broad and balanced ensuring that the essential 
knowledge is taught progressively, building on prior understanding, to ensure that our learners 
leave us at the end of Key Stage 2 best prepared for the next stage of their education. 

฀ Although we prepare our learners for their end of key stage assessments in the best way 
possible, our curriculum is not narrowed or reduced in order to do so. 

฀ We firmly believe that the essential knowledge and understanding embedded in our broad, rich 
curriculum has a direct and positive impact on end of key stage results in reading, writing and 
maths.  

฀ Our curriculum, and how it is delivered, is planned and designed to ensure that all children, 
regardless of any disadvantage or special educational need, is supported and challenged to 
achieve their full potential; removing any barriers inhibiting them from gaining the essential 
knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed. 



Impact: What will it look like if we are successful?

The school will be filled with examples of our curriculum approach: 

Leitner system

Phased learning

Flashcards

Essential 
knowledge

Learning 

Journey Maps Assessment indicating starting points

Support and 
challenge 

through 
scaffolds and 
questioning

Chunking

AfL informing all next steps

Greater depth 

challenge

Learning 
Journey Displays 

and working 
walls

Exit questions and quizzes

Public products

Driving questions

Real-life 
problems and 

scenarios

Remember more.
Understand more.

Apply more. 

Passionate and engaged learners



Impact: What will it look like if we are successful?

All learners will: 

฀ Be engaged and engrossed in their learning (Epistemic curiosity). 

฀ Understand and confidently use a range of sophisticated vocabulary to articulate their understanding.

฀ Understand and be respectful of differences in cultures, beliefs and society. 

฀ Be resilient, persistent and willing to take risks in their learning. 

฀ Be healthy in all aspects (mental, social, physical and emotional). 



Impact: What will it look like if we are successful?

All learners will: 

Know more: 
฀ Make expected or above progress in all areas of the curriculum including reading, writing and maths.

฀ Score between 80% - 100% on all foundation subject exit quizzes. 

฀ Retain this knowledge over time and be able to retrieve and recall this in future terms and years to 
support their future understanding. 

฀ Talk about and make links to previous learning.



Impact: What will it look like if we are successful?

All learners will: 

Understand more:
฀ Be able to use their embedded knowledge to confidently explain their understanding to meet or 

exceed the expected standard during exit questions/tasks. 

฀ Be able to speak freely and concisely about their understanding, thoughts and opinions on the topic 
and use a growing range of tier 2 vocabulary effectively to explain their understanding. 

฀ Make connections between learning across subjects and year groups and be able to retrieve this to 
deepen their understanding and create meaning. 



Impact: What will it look like if we are successful?

All learners will: 

Be able to apply more:
฀ Be able to manipulate their understanding of the topic to work creatively and apply their knowledge to 

evaluate, present to others or solve problems.  

฀ Make expected or better progress from their starting points in all areas of the curriculum. 


