
YEAR 4: AUTUMN 2 – WHAT IS THE MOST SIGNIFICANT PART OF THE NATIVITY?
RE: UNDERSTAND THE SYMBOLISM IN THE CHRISTMAS STORY AND WHAT IT MEANS TO CHRISTIANS TODAY

TO RECALL, UNDERSTAND, DESCRIBE AND EXPLAIN
Recall/Vocabulary:

Understand/Describe/
Explain:

Christian Symbols Christmas Angel Gabriel Star Wise Men Shepherds Gold

Frankincense Myrrh Stable Mary Joseph God’s Son Christingle Nativity

Universal Cultural Bethlehem King Herod Manger Jesus as King Incarnation Christmas
Decoration

Re-visit and revise learning from Year 3 Autumn 1:
Key concepts: Jesus as the Son of God, born to Mary

Key vocabulary: Jesus, Mary, Joseph, God, stable, star, wise men, shepherds

What is a symbol?
● Symbols are something which we easily recognise

● Symbols are pictures/images which stand for something else or give a message

● Symbols are a way of communicating through pictures and without the need for language

● Symbols can be for location/safety reasons e.g. road signs, toilets

● They can be religious or political e.g. cross

● They can represent a team or a group e.g. sports logos

● They can be useful for advertising e.g. shops, websites

● Symbols can either be universal or cultural:

UNIVERSAL SYMBOLS CULTURAL SYMBOLS
Universal symbols are those which are recognised world-wide.
Everyone will recognise them and understand their meaning.

Cultural symbols may not be recognised world-wide and may only be
found or thought to be important in certain parts of the world.

Revision of the Christmas Story/Nativity for Christians

The Angel Gabriel visited Mary and told her she was going to have a baby called Jesus. The baby would be God’s son.
Mary told Joseph what Gabriel had told her; they prepared for the arrival of the special baby.
Mary and Joseph had to travel to Bethlehem to register in a census. There was no room from them
as the town was very busy.  An innkeeper in Bethlehem let Mary and Joseph stay in his stable for
the night. Baby Jesus was born in the stable.  At the same time, an angel appeared to some
shepherds. The angel told them that the son of God had been born in Bethlehem. Far away in the
East, wise men saw a bright star in the sky. They knew it meant that a new king had been born
and followed the star. On the way they came to King Herod’s palace. Herod was curious about the
new king; he asked the wise men to tell him where the baby was. The wise men reached
Bethlehem. They gave Jesus gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. That night, the wise men had a
dream warning them not to tell King Herod where Jesus was. They did not return to King Herod’s palace. Herod began to search for baby Jesus. He
ordered that all baby boys in Bethlehem be killed. Joseph had a dream where an angel told him to take Mary and Jesus to Egypt.  Mary and Joseph
travelled to Egypt with baby Jesus and he was safe.

Symbols in the Christmas Story and their meaning for Christians

SYMBOL NAME MEANING FOR CHRISTIANS

Angel The angel symbolises that Jesus was not just an ordinary baby. Angels are not an everyday occurrence and were

there to show people that Jesus was a special gift from God.

Star The star guided the Wise Men just as Jesus is the light that guided people to God.

Wise Men & Shepherds The Wise Men and the Shepherds are an interesting contrast between rich and poor, symbolising that Jesus is a gift

to everyone and knows no boundaries.



Gifts from the Wise Men Gold is a precious metal symbolising how precious Jesus is and represents kingship. Frankincense is used in

perfume and incense and represents Jesus’ priestly role. Myrrh is also used in perfumes and incense and in Jesus’

day was an embalming ointment which symbolises his death to come.

Manger The manager shows Jesus’ humble beginnings for a King and symbolises the very poor.

Stable The stable continues to represent humble beginnings as there was no room for Jesus which runs parallel to people

not finding room in their lives for God.

Jesus as God’s Son Jesus as God’s son symbolises God’s gift to the world in order to save and help the world.

Christingle
Christingle is a Christian celebration which takes place around Christmas time each ear. Lots of churches around the world hold celebrations as it is a
symbol of the Christian faith meaning ‘Christ’s Light’. There are no set rules on how to celebrate Christingle, although typical ways to mark Christingle
include outdoor events, street parades or a traditional Christingle church service. Most events include prayers, readings, hymns or carols, along with
the lighting of Christingle candles, a fundraising collection for the Children’s Society, and a music or drama performance.

Each part of the Christingle represents or symbolises something for a Christian :

● The Orange – The orange represents the world.

● The Candle – The candle is to remind Christians that Jesus is the light of the world.

● The Red Ribbon – The red ribbon goes all the way around the ‘world’ and reminds Christians that Jesus died for

them as the red symbolises blood.

● The Four Cocktail Sticks – The cocktail sticks have two meanings: the four seasons or the four corners of the world

meaning Jesus is with them all the time and wherever they are.

● The Sweets or Dried Fruit – The sweets or dried fruit symbolise God’s gifts to world including kindness and love.

EXIT ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS: WHAT IS THE MOST SIGNIFICANT PART OF THE NATIVITY STORY FOR CHRSITIANS TODAY?

EXS: GDS:

● Can you recall the Christmas story and talk about some symbols in it?

● Can you describe something a Christian might learn about Jesus from a Christmas

symbol?

● Can you explain what Christmas means to you and compare this with what it

means to other people?

● Can you explain which Christian symbols tell Christians something about the

Incarnation?

● Can you explain how many aspects of the Christmas story reflect Christian

beliefs?


