
 

 
24th February 2021  

 
Dear parents and carers,  

I hope you and your family are safe and well.   
 

Letter regarding the full opening of school from 8th March 2021 

Following new government guidance, we have been making plans for the return to full opening from March 8th 2021. 
This guidance outlines the rationale for the full opening of schools as being possible due to the balance of  risk, which 
is now overwhelmingly in favour of children returning to school. For the vast majority of children,  the benefits of being 
back in school far outweigh the very low risk from coronavirus (COVID-19). The full guidance can be found at:  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/963541/School
s_coronavirus_operational_guidance.pdf 

Whilst we need to acknowledge that coronavirus (COVID-19) remains in the community, we aim to balance and 
minimise any risks from coronavirus (COVID-19) with providing a full educational experience for children and young 
people. We have been following stringent guidelines since March 2020, and we will continue to do so to ensure we 
can welcome additional pupils back to school safely. We have again planned for proportionate protective measures 
for children and staff to allow a full return from March 8th 2021. Our risk assessments have been updated and all 
staff will adhere to them. School staff continue to have the option to test twice per week to monitor infection. Primary-
aged children will not be asked to test in schools. We are in contact with Public Health England as and when needed.  

Below is an outline of how we will be implementing the guidance and our expectations for the full opening of the 
academy.   
 
All pupils will return on Monday 8th March 2021.There will be a staggered start and end to the day as detailed 
below.  
 

ARRIVAL: 

Year 3: 08:45 -9.00  Year 4: 8:45 - 9.00  Year 5: 08:30 – 8.45 Year 6: 8:30 – 8.45 

Drop off zone will 
be  in use 

Drop off zone will 
be  in use 

Drop off zone will 
be  in use 

Drop off zone will 
be  in use 

Drop off at the front 
of  school then walk to 
the  Constitution Hill 
Road side door and 

walk to their classroom. 

Drop off at the front 
of  school then each 
child will walk to the 
front playground and 
then to the side door.  
Walk up the stairs to 

their  
classrooms. Adults 

will  point them in the 
right  direction! 

Drop off at the front 
of  school then walk to 
the  front playground 
to their  classroom 

doors.  

Drop off at the front 
of  school then walk to 
the  Constitution Hill 

Road side door and up 
the stairs to their 
classroom doors.  

 
 



 

END OF DAY/COLLECTION: 

Year 3: 15:30  Year 4: 15:30  Year 5: 15:15  Year 6: 15:15 

Please enter via the 
Ringwood Road 

gate  ONLY.  
Parents move onto the 
back  playground and 

collect  from their child’s 
classroom door. Please exit 
via the same  gate whenever 

possible. 

Please enter via the front  of 
the school and wait on the far 
side of the playground.  Class 
teachers will walk the children 

down to the   
front playground and  children 

will be released.  

Please enter via the 
front of the school 

and  wait on the 
playground in front 

of your child’s 
classroom.  

Class teachers will 
release the children 
directly from their 

classroom. 

Please remain off site 
and wait on 

the  Constitution Hill 
Road  side of the 

building. 
Children will be released 
to parents via the side 

gates. 

If you wish for your child (Year 5 and 6)  to walk home or to an agreed meeting point alone or with another 
adult, you must ensure that the school office is made aware of this. Children will not be released on their 
own unless we have received permission for this. Please complete the form and return this to school.  

As soon as your child has been released to you, please exit the site immediately to create space for 
further  collections. 

FACE COVERINGS:  
Primary age children do not need to wear face masks in school. Children may need to wear these if  travelling 
on public transport but these will need to be removed before entering the academy. If face masks are brought 
to school, please name and put them into a clear, plastic bag to keep clean.  
We continue to ask all adults, unless medically exempt, to wear a face covering when on the school grounds.  

UNIFORM:  
All children are expected to return to school in complete uniform. Please see uniform expectations on the academy 
website. https://www.ocean-aspirations.org/parents-information/uniform/.  
Pupils can continue to bring in a school bag. 
 
PE DAYS AND PE KIT:  
On PE days, your child should come to school in their PE kit and wear this all day.  
This should be plain black shorts or  plain black tracksuit and a white t-shirt or the house colour t-shirt with school 
logo. Long hair should be tied back and no jewellery should be worn.   
Trainers need to be worn as children should not participate in PE in school shoes.  
If your child comes to school inappropriately dressed for PE, you will receive a telephone call and be asked to 
bring the correct PE kit into school.   

PE TIMETABLE - Spring and Summer terms: 

*Please note changes to PE day for Year 3 and 4. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 
CLASSES/CLASSROOMS:  
We will be minimising contact wherever possible throughout the school. Each class will have the same class teacher 
and teaching assistant wherever possible.  

https://www.ocean-aspirations.org/parents-information/uniform/


 

Ocean Academy will continue to operate under the ‘bubble’ system.  
We will operate year group ‘bubbles’ where year groups will not come into contact with other year groups.  
Within each year  group bubble, there may be managed movement, but this will be limited as much as possible 
and  social distancing will be in place. Children will not be permitted to move between year groups.  
Staff involved in covering classes are able to do so, but must adhere to social distancing and hand washing 
protocols. Staff may wear face masks if they cannot maintain a 2 metre distance from another adult. 
Each classroom will continue to have handwashing facilities with sanitiser, ensure good respiratory hygiene by 
promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach and ensure hand washing is thorough and frequent.  
We will continue to provide each child with their own pencil case with all the stationery they will need to limit 
sharing and cross-contamination. Please do not send your child to school with any of their own stationery. 
Classroom based resources such as books and games will be used and shared within a bubble as outlined in 
the government guidance. 
All tables will face the front of the classroom and adults have been instructed to socially distance, where 
possible.   
Snacks will be eaten in the classrooms before play. Handwashing and sanitising gel will be used regularly. 
Whole school additional cleaning protocols are in operation.  
The library will be open within strict guidelines.  
Children will be able to bring their mobile phones to school but must turn them off and hand them to the class teacher 
as soon as they arrive in the classroom. These will remain turned off and be stored safely in the classroom until the 
end of the day.   

PLAYTIME AND LUNCHTIME:  
There will be staggered lunch and playtimes for each year group and each class will have an assigned area of the 
playground or field. Each class will have their own box of equipment to use. The large play equipment will be in use 
and will also be cleaned after each use. 
Children and staff will wash their hands and sanitise after each play.  
Children can bring their own packed lunch or hot meals will be available. Please order online as  normal. When 
having hot meals, children will sit at year group tables in the hall and will not interact with other year groups. Children 
having packed lunches will eat in their classroom. All children must bring a refillable water bottle to school.  
Please remind your child to bring their water bottle and packed lunch box/bag home daily to be washed. 
Classroom tables and hall tables will be cleaned after each use.  

SEND PROVISION:  
This can continue as normal and close contact can occur with other controls in place (use tissues,  regular hand-
washing etc.) We will follow the most up-to-date guidance regarding this. Please contact Mrs Richardson if you have 
any questions regarding your child’s SEND support.  
Specialists, therapists, clinicians and other support staff for pupils with SEND will provide interventions as usual with 
appropriate measures in place. 

ATTENDANCE:  
The newly published government guidance states that school attendance will be mandatory for all pupils from 
March 8th 2021. 
The usual rules on school attendance apply, including: 

 The parents’ duty to ensure their child’s regular attendance at school 

 The ability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with local authorities’ codes of conduct 

 

SELF-ISOLATING AND SHIELDING: 
A small number of pupils and staff will still be unable to attend school in line with public health advice to isolate 
because they: 

 Have symptoms or have had a positive test result 

 Live with someone who has symptoms or has tested positive and are a household contact 



 

 Are a close contact of someone who has coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 Those considered to be CEV who remain at risk and continue to be on the shielding patient list (you will have 
received a letter from your GP, NHS or DHSC) 

  
REMOTE LEARNING: 
Remote learning will continue to be provided for those children who have to remain at home because of the above 
and a copy of the academy remote learning policy can be found on the academy website. 
 

SPECIFIC MEDICAL NEEDS:  
Children will continue to medicate in the same way as before school was closed. They must walk themselves to the 
medical room where they will self medicate under the socially distanced supervision of a trained member of staff. 
Please make sure your child’s medication is in date and any medical advice is up to date. 
 
FURTHER PREVENTION:  
We will Follow the NHS Track & Trace process: Staff members and parents/carers must understand that they will 
need to be ready and willing to book a test if they are displaying symptoms. Staff and pupils must not come into the 
school if they have symptoms, and will be sent home to self-isolate if they develop them in school. All children can 
be tested, including children under 5.  
Minimising contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus  (COVID-19) 
symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend school is essential.  
Where necessary, staff will wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) to treat those with symptoms. The 
majority of staff in education settings will not require PPE beyond what they would normally need for their work. PPE 
is only needed in a very small number of cases, including:  

 Where an individual child or young person becomes ill with coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms  while at 
schools, and only then if a distance of 2 meters cannot be maintained.  

 Where a child or young person already has routine intimate care needs that involves the use  of PPE, in 
which case the same PPE should continue to be used.  

We will manage and contain confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the school community  following 
local health protection team advice. We have a separate room available for the treatment  of COVID symptoms and 
this room will not be entered unless for the purpose of treatment or isolation  following COVID systems.   
We also advise parents to read government advice with regards travelling to and from school – the advice is  to walk 
or cycle however, if families are using public transport, please refer to the safer travel guidance  for passengers.  
If a child comes to school and is showing signs of COVID-19, we will contact you immediately and  your child will not 
be allowed into the main body of the school. They will be taken to the COVID-19 treatment area and parents will be 
directed to take their child home.   

CURRICULUM:  
We will spend the first week ensuring all children are confident and ready to be back in school full time. We will carry 
out informal baseline investigations to determine where any learning, social or emotional gaps have appeared. If a 
child cannot attend school as they have been instructed by their doctor not to, then remote learning will be provided. 
This will also be the case if a bubble is forced to self-isolate due to a suspected  case within their bubble.  
We will teach an ambitious and broad curriculum in all subjects, but make use of existing flexibilities to create time 
to cover the most important missed content.  
PE provision: PE can take place indoors (with good ventilation) and outdoors but excessive contact games will be 
avoided. All equipment used in a session will be set up and handled by the teacher and will be cleaned thoroughly 
after use. Social distancing between children may not be possible at all times, but social distancing between staff to 
pupils and staff to staff will be maintained. Inter-school competitions will not currently happen. 
Educational visits: the most up-to-date government guidance advises against all educational visits at this time. We 
will continue to monitor this, as the guidance updates. 
Assemblies: There will be no whole school or year group assemblies in the hall. Senior leaders will lead virtual 
assemblies across the school. Assemblies can happen within year group bubbles.  



 

If a child tests positively and they and those children around them have to self isolate, we will provide home 
learning.  

EXTRA-CURRICULAR PROVISION:  
Extra-curricular clubs will be operating within strict guidelines and will have their own risk assessments in place.  
Mr White will keep you updated with regards to the clubs we can offer and when. 

BEHAVIOUR:  
We acknowledge that some pupils will return to school having been exposed to a range of adversity and trauma 
including bereavement, anxiety and, in some cases, increased welfare and safeguarding risks. This may lead to an 
increase in social, emotional and mental health concerns and some children may need additional support initially.   
Having said this, the behaviour expectations of the school will be in place as before school closure. There is the 
expectation that school rules are followed, respect is shown and rewards and sanctions will be implemented. We are 
working within strict guidelines and it is imperative that pupils behave in  an acceptable way. Parents will be contacted 
if their child’s behaviour is not as expected as our priority is everyone’s safety. Parental support with this is 
extremely important and I would ask that you reiterate the importance of excellent behaviour with your child.  
Our behaviour policy and an addendum to this behaviour policy can be found on the academy website.  

PRIMARY ASSESSMENT:  
The Department for Education (DfE) has stated that primary assessments will not take place in the summer term 
of 2021. We will be using a variety of assessment techniques in the remaining terms to make accurate teacher 
assessments for each child. These will be passed on to secondary schools and we will provide an academy report 
for your child in the summer term.  

WRAP AROUND CARE: SUPERSTARS  
We have been in contact with Superstars regarding their ability to provide wrap around care from March 8th and they 
have agreed this is something they can offer. We  have shared our risk assessment with them and they have given 
us a copy of their risk assessment. Please contact Superstars directly for further information.  

PARENTS COMING INTO SCHOOL:  
We respectfully ask that parents do not come into school initially until we are sure that it is safe to do so. Those 
parents who are at moderate to higher risk from Covid-19, please do not come into school. We  will communicate 
with all parents via phone call, email and Marvellous Me. Please ensure that your contact details are correct and up 
to date.  

Rest assured, we are working incredibly hard to ensure the safest and most productive return to school possible.  

We are really looking forward to seeing you all again and having a full and vibrant school. Please do not hesitate to 
contact us if you have any further questions.   

Kindest regards   

 

Mrs J Quarrie  
Principal   
 
 

 
 


