
 

         @aatocean 

 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
We made it to the end of term in tact – no bubbles have popped, closed or been overcome with 
COVID! Well done everyone, we have all played our part.  
 
It is a shame that our usual Christmas shows and celebrations have not been so grand this year, but 
we are all safe and well and enjoying what we can. Successful learning has still remained a high 
priority for us and although the children started in September with gaps in their learning, they are 
steadily moving forward and regaining that lost learning. Please do keep practising times tables, 
joined up handwriting and reading regularly.  
 
You will be receiving your child’s first autumn term short report very soon and this will inform you 
about your child’s current attainment and targets for future learning. Please do get in touch with your 
child’s class teacher if you have any questions. 
 

Ms Kate Redman (Aspirations CEO) came into Ocean last week to monitor our science 
teaching and learning across the academy. We have been working hard to improve the 
opportunities we give our pupils to investigate and create their own experiments using 
variables, fair tests and conclusions. Ms Redman was incredibly positive about what 
she saw and was very impressed with how the children could remember prior learning 
and link this with their current learning. Well done everyone! 

 
Please can we remind parents once again to monitor their child’s access to and use of social media 
and messaging platforms when at home. When used incorrectly, it can cause children unnecessary 
upset and even harm and this then spills over and impacts negatively on friendships in school. We 
are always here to support parents and children with regards e safety, yet it is parental responsibility 
to monitor what goes on at home. Please do let us know if you need any advice or support.  

 
We wish you a safe, peaceful and happy Christmas. Let’s hope the New Year is a brighter one and 
is COVID free! 
 
Best wishes    

 
Mrs J Quarrie  

Principal 

THE LEARNING SKILL WE WILL BE FOCUSING ON NEXT HALF 

TERM IS INDEPENDENCE 

 Message from the Principal – Mrs Quarrie 

 



 

.  

 

Thank you for your continued support and patience with School Money, 
remembering to book school lunches and updating your data as things 
change.  Please book the lunches for January 20211.  
 
Mrs Burry and Mrs Fudge would like to say have a wonderful Christmas 
and we look forward to seeing you in the New Year! 
 

 

 
It is nearly Christmas which means that Year 3 have been part of the Ocean family for a 

whole term. What a fantastic time we have had! Year 3 have showcased their learning of 

simple, compound and complex sentences in their independent write, giving their own 

imaginative twist to inform their readers of how the stars shine in the sky at night. In maths, 

we have sharpened our addition and subtraction skills using the formal written method and 

have just begun multiplication which will carry us through the beginning of Spring term too. 

We have achieved a huge amount in our science topic this half term: we know all about 

forces, friction and magnetism, and have been able to apply our investigation skills in not 

one, but two experiments! Not only this, Year 3 have embraced their creative sides in DT 

and art this half term, designing their landmark buildings and sketching their cave paintings. 

Thanks to Year 3 for all of their hard work and positive attitude to learning this half term. 

Have a joyous Christmas break and we will see you after the holidays. 

 

 

 

Year 3 Team 

The Year 3 Team       

 
We cannot believe that we are almost at the end of the autumn term already! Year 4 have 
continued to work so incredibly hard and use a growth mind-set when faced with any 
challenge. This half term, the children have thoroughly enjoyed their Rock Band topic, 
especially when creating their own computer code to program a micro:bit as part of their 3D 
rock band stage final product. In science, the children loved testing different simple circuits 
and investigating different materials as electrical conductors. They have developed their 
understanding about different power sources and how to stay safe around electricity.  
 
In English, the children independently wrote their own entertainment story based on ‘The 
Lost Thing’, which they enjoyed sharing with their peers. In 
maths, the children are becoming secure with addition and 
subtraction written methods and are continuing to make 
great progress with their times tables. Please keep 
practising these with your child at home - it is such an 
important skill and is used frequently in our maths learning. 
Topmarks’ ‘Hit the Button’ and TTRockstars are just two 
excellent resources you can use at home to do this.  
What a fantastic term, Year 4 - keep it up! We hope you all 
have a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
Year 4 Team 

Year 3 Updates 

School Office reminders  

Year 4 Updates  



 

 

Time has flown by in Year 5, with the children working so hard with their learning and being 
so focused. Their behaviour and attitude to learning has been recognised by so many and 
is definitely a credit to them. In English, we have been creating our own adventure stories, 
and have wowed our teachers by using a variety of multi-clause sentences and language 
features within our writing. In maths, we have been consolidating our understanding of 
addition and subtraction, and applying our knowledge to answer multi-step word problems. 
In science, we have been learning all about forces, water resistance, air resistance and 
friction. We have been investigating whether some materials create more friction than 
others, and why this is the case. Well done Year 5 for a superb autumn term. We hope you 
have a lovely Christmas break and we will see you all refreshed in January. 

.   
Year 5 Team 

  

 

Year 6 have made a great start to their last year at Ocean. There is a positive atmosphere 
across the year group and the children have engaged well in their learning to date. 
The children continue to make good progress towards their SATs exams. We have a 
resilient year group whose dedication to learning regularly impresses staff. I often remind 
pupils about the importance of regular reading and times table practice and their efforts are 
paying off. In a recent round of mock SATs papers, our analysis shows good overall 
progress across the year group. This is a testament to the children’s hard work both in 
school and at home. 
Stanley Yelnats’ experiences from within the confines of Camp Green Lake continue to 
engage pupils across Year 6. The book touches upon many important themes - ask your 
child about Holes. We follow the changes in Stanley’s reputation amongst his fellow 
inmates. Our current learning skill is ‘respect’ and the concept of reputation has featured in 
assemblies. Children have learned that a good reputation is earned and a bad reputation 
can be reversed in time. The latter is certainly true of Stanley as we observe his character 
development throughout the novel. 
Science has been well received this half-term. The children have been building on their 
knowledge of electrical circuits. They have constructed and assessed circuits that perform 
a number of functions. We recently conducted our own investigation; children were given 
the chance to pose a question and form their own hypothesis. While some hypotheses were 
proven true and some were not, we all learned that arriving at either outcome is an important 
part of the scientific method. Many were intrigued to learn that the amount of components 
in a circuit affected their output. For example, a bulb became dimmer when other 
components were added to the circuit.  
We look forward to many more positive learning experiences in 2021. Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year from the Year 6 team! 

Year 6 Updates 

Year 5 Updates 



 

 

Year 6 Team 

 
 
 

 
What a successful first term it has been for PE/Sport at 
Ocean.  We have managed to continue our squads and 
after school clubs which has been a real positive for the 
children. In PE, the children have experienced a wide range 
of activities, some for the first time! Next term we will be 
introducing an intra club competition, where all students 
can participate for their house teams within their year 
group. Who are you routing for? 
WEYMOUTH                     POOLE                       SWANAGE                 BOURNEMOUTH 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for all your support with the CPTA this year.  It has been a difficult year for 
everyone but the events we have managed to hold online for the Boo bingo and the 
Christmas bingo and Christmas for Schools designs have been very successful. Thank you 
to everyone who has donated, supported the events and in turn managed to raise funds for 
Ocean Academy.  Helen Newey Chair, Tara Wisely Treasurer, Emma Elton and other 
helpers have worked extremely hard for the benefit of the children and the school – thank 
you! 

Please continue to support the CPTA in whatever way you can. 
 

 
 

 

Year 3 Dolphins       97.81 Year 5  Orcas             96.87   

            Seahorses    96.90              Piranhas        97.02 

              Seals             97.12  

Year 4 Penguins      96.35  Year 6  Barracudas   93.77 

            Jellyfish        98.25               Swordfish     95.43 

            Turtles          97.87               Stingrays      96.20 

  
 

Thank you for your ongoing commitment to ensuring your children continue to have good 
attendance in these challenging times.  A recent attendance audit for the school has been 
very positive and we hope this continues throughout the remainder of the academic year! 

 
 
 
 
 

Attendance 

Children, Parent, Teacher Association (CPTA) 

Sports Blog 

 

 



 

 
 
 

Year 3 Dolphins Seahorses 

11 December  Jacob and Isabella Donaeo and Gabriella 

 

Year 4 Turtles Penguins Jellyfish 

11 December Emila and Zak Angel and Evelyn Mikaela and Amelia K 

   

Year 5 Orcas Seals Piranhas 

11 December Elliot and Rae Ollie B and Ava-Lily Eduard and Josh 

 

Year 6 Barracudas Swordfish Stingrays 

11 December Olivia W and 
Cameron 

Stephanie and Archie Daisy and Zac 

  
 
 
 
 
 
   

    
 
 

School opening and closure procedures in the event of snow 

At Ocean Academy we have a robust process in place in the event of very inclement 

weather and this is a good time to remind students and their parents of the procedures for 

informing you about a possible school closure. 

We are very keen that the school should remain open as we do not want to disrupt learning 

wherever possible.  School will close if: 

 It is dangerous for staff/children to get to/from school or it is dangerous at school 

 A majority of staff are unable to get to school 

 Roads are unsafe 
 

Procedures that will be used to keep parents and students informed: 

 

 By far the best way to keep yourself up to date is check the Ocean Academy 
website. Our  website is updated regularly. It will not only say if the school is closed 
but, on days where there is any doubt, will confirm that the school is open if this is 
the case.  The advantage of the school website is that specific staff can update it, 
even when they cannot get to school themselves. Information will be posted onto 
the website by 7.30am 

 We will send a text and email by Teachers 2 Parents informing you if the school is 
closed 

 Wave 105 will broadcast a list of any schools that are closed; taken directly from 
‘Dorset for You’ to ensure accuracy 

 If parents or students phone the school, we will try to answer the phone but the 
website and Teachers 2 Parents is the most reliable method as staff may not have 
been able to get to school 

 If during the school day, the weather causes us to make a decision to close the 
school early, our website will have up to date information. You will be sent a 
text/email as soon as the decision has been made 

Golden Book Winners 

Inclement Weather 



 

 The Aspirations South Coast District CEO will be informed to ensure all decisions 
are in the best interests of all staff and students 

 

It is essential during these winter months that children have their coats at school please, so 
children can wrap up before they go outside at break and lunch time. 
mogen, aged 8, was our runner up at the KAD Kids Around Dogs 
writing competition! 
Daisy's Delights Hampers donated an awesome doggy hamper to 
Imogen’s dog Elsie after Imogen entered a writing competition. 
Daisy’s Delights said that: 
‘What we like about her story is that it is well-written, creative and 
funny too! We also love that Imogen talks about her dog Elsie, but 
adds a twist of fiction and imagination!’  
 
 
Below is Imogen’s story:  
 
 
 
Elsie and the Magic Tree 
 
A few weeks ago my family and I collected a rescue dog called Elsie. Elsie is an 18 month 
old puppy. She is small, not even reaching my knees when stood up, and cute. Elsie has 
a black body and bronze legs and her coat is so soft like a smooth silk dress you cannot 
help but reach out and touch. Her favourite pastime is to chase squirrels in the park. 
Anyway, to the story. 
 
One day, after family time, we went for a walk to the park. The park has 
lots of old tall trees, housing many squirrels. However there is one tree 
which looks different from all the rest, it is small and leans to the side 
creating the trunk as a ramp up to its branches and leaves. As we walked 
by this tree with Elsie walking well on her lead, she caught site of a 
squirrel which ran up the small tree into its branches. Elsie got very 
excited and started pulling on her lead. She pulled so hard that clumsy 
Dad let the lead go. Elsie ran to the tree, and sprinted up it’s trunk into 
the branches, after the squirrel. 
 
Once up in the branches of the tree, Elsie found it was portal to another world. In this world 
you could: fly, catch squirrels without hurting them, have unlimited dog treats and there 
were trees made of frankfurters and cheese. Whilst in this world she met another dog, called 
Poppy, who was a labradoodle with blonde curly hair. Poppy was four times the size of 
Elsie, but they soon became best friends chasing those squirrels. Once they caught a 

squirrel there was much excitement when it ran off again creating another 
game of chase. They had a blast. But Elsie soon started to miss her 
human family and thought she had been gone for a long time so she went 
down the tree back to her human world, but in reality she had only been 
gone for five seconds. 
 
Elsie ran over to us, with her ears flapping in the breeze as she ran and 
her tail excitedly wagging. She told us all about the magic tree, but all we 
heard was her barking, she had a lot to say about it. 

 
From this day onward, every time she reaches the magic tree in the park, which she 
frequents on a daily basis, she pulls on her lead to try and get back to the other world; 

Congratulations Imogen! 



 

where catching squirrels is not only possible but allowed. But Dad has not been so clumsy 
to let go of the lead again. 
 
      
   

17 December            End of term – collect at 1pm 

18 December            INSET 

4 January 2021          Start of spring term – welcome back! 

11 January             Clubs re-start this week 

15-19 February          Half term week 

Please see term dates below for 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates  



 

SCHOOL TERMS AND HOLIDAYS 2020-2021 

Autumn Term 2020 

INSET Day – School 
Closed 

Thursday 3 September 2020 

INSET Day – School 
Closed 

Friday 4 September 2020 

First Day of School Term Monday 7 September 2020 

Half Term Monday 26 October–Friday 30 October 
2020 

INSET Day – School 
Closed 

Friday 20 November 2020 

Last Day of Term for 
Christmas 

Friday 18 December 2020 (1pm finish)  

 

Spring Term 2021 

First Day of Term Monday 4 January 2021  

Half term Holiday Monday 15 February – Friday 19 February 
2021 

Return to school after 
Half term 

Monday 22 February 2021 

INSET Day – School 
Closed 

Friday 19 March 2021 

Last Day of term for 
Easter 

Thursday 1 April 2021(1pm finish) 

 

Summer Term 2021 

First day of Term Monday 19 April 2021 

Bank Holiday Monday 3 May 2021 

Half term Holiday Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June 2021  

Return to school after 
Half Term 

Monday 7 June 2021 

INSET Day – School 
Closed 

Friday 25 June 2021 

Last Day of term for 
Summer Holidays 

Friday 23 July 2021 (1pm finish) 

 

 



 

 

SCHOOL TERMS AND HOLIDAYS 2021-2022 

Autumn Term 2021 

INSET Day – School 
Closed 

Thursday 2 September 2021 

INSET Day – School 
Closed 

Friday 3 September 2021 

First Day of School Term Monday 6 September 2021 

Half Term Monday 25 October–Friday 29 October 2021 

INSET Day – School 
Closed 

26 November 2021 

Last Day of Term for 
Christmas 

Friday 17 December 2021 (1pm finish)  

 

Spring Term 2022 

INSET Day – School 
Closed 

Tuesday 4 January 2022 

First Day of Term Wednesday 5 January 2022 

Half term Holiday Monday 21 February – Friday 25 February 
2021 

Return to school after 
Half term 

Monday 28 February 2022 

Last Day of term for 
Easter 

Friday 8 April 2022 (1pm finish) 

 

Summer Term 2022 

First day of Term Monday 25 April 2022 

Bank Holiday Monday 2 May 2022 

Half term Holiday Monday 30 May to Friday 3 June 2022  

Return to school after 
Half Term 

Monday 6 June 2022 

INSET Day – School 
Closed 
 

Friday 24 June 2022 
 

Last Day of term for 
Summer Holidays 

Friday 22 July 2022 (1pm finish) 

 


