
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have made it through our first half term with a full cohort and with all of the COVID restrictions in 
place. Staff and pupils have been amazing throughout and I would again like to thank staff for working 
so hard to ensure the academy remains open and thriving.  
 
I have been overwhelmed by the pride pupils have shown in their own abilities and subsequently in 
the work they have produced. So many have come to show me their work and they are able to tell 
me how they have improved, how they have been challenged and what their next steps will be. 
Greater Depth challenges are being completed by more and more pupils – well done!  
 
Please keep reading with your child as often as possible as it is reading speed and comprehension 
that has evidently been impacted on over the lockdown period. Practising times tables will also be 
hugely beneficial for all pupils. We have carried out baseline assessments for each child and we are 
now working hard to focus on closing any gaps in learning.  
 
The telephone parent / teacher consultations have been well received and I know parents have 
appreciated the opportunity to discuss how their child has settled back into school life again. Please 
do let us know if you have any questions, concerns or compliments and we will be happy to discuss 
them with you.  
 
Our OCEAN PARENT FORUM began last week and this is something we hope to continue termly. 
This is an opportunity for parents to share their ideas and understand more about what is happening 
in school and what our plans for the future are. Please look out for the agenda and minutes as they 
are sent out. The meetings are virtual and a link will be sent to you once you have shared your 
interest to attend. You will need to be able to access Google Meet. 
 
.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kindest regards  
 
Mrs J Quarrie 
 
Please continue to wear masks when dropping off and picking  
up your child. We are all working together to keep each other safe. 

 Message from the Principal – Mrs Quarrie 

 

As we move towards November and REMEMBERANCE DAY, we 

are reminded of how much we have to be thankful for. Some Year 

6 pupils are busy planning an assembly that will be shared virtually 

and it is with the message of remembrance that we explore our 

learning skill RESPECT next term.  

Please donate online as we will not be able to sell poppies this 

year due to COVID 



 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Hot lunch orders should be placed using the School Money system by 0830 on the Monday before 
the required week and this is the same process for free school meals.  All hot lunch orders can be 
placed all the way up until the end of term if this is helpful.  Thank you for your support. 
We have made the data changes, thank you to everybody who has returned their sheet.  If you are 
not receiving emails or texts we do not have your correct details – please let us know as soon as 
possible. 
If your child is unwell or not coming in to school please call before 9.30am and let us know why.  We 
will call/text if your child is not at school.  If your child has an appointment during the 
school day please let us have proof of this in the form of letter, card or show us the 
text/email. Thanks for your support! 
 

School Office reminders  

Thank you Mr Stainer!  

It is with a real sense of sadness that we say goodbye to our 

wonderful governor, Mr David Stainer who recently passed 

away. He has supported the pupils since the academy 

opened by not only being a very proactive governor, but by 

also coming into Ocean to hear pupils read, tell stories and 

be an enthusiastic audience member at the shows and 

performances.  Mr Stainer will be remembered as being a 

kind and caring man who really did have Ocean Academy in 

his heart. We miss you!  

Facebook 

Our official Ocean Academy Facebook page is a great way to let our community know 

all about our fantastic school. To clarify, the updated Facebook account looks like the 

photo on the left and NOT the photo on the right. We are trying to get the account on the 

right removed as it is obsolete.  

Please share with your friends and neighbours so that our wonderful school can be 

appreciated far and wide! Thank you for your support with this.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who is supporting us and the community in driving and parking safely.  As it 
becomes darker in the evenings and mornings, the weather becomes more inclement it is vital cars 
enter the site in the mornings slowly and with attention at all times.  It is a very busy time.  This is 
the same after school – there is no parking on the premises unless you have permission. 
 
We have had reports of parents parking illegally in private driveways, on double yellow lines and 
other issues that are causing offence to our neighbours, parents and above all the safety of our 
children.   
Please can we emphasise that in the morning we have a drop off zone for your child to be dropped 
off safely in the permitted zone and they can then walk down the side of the field into school.  At the 
end of the day, unless you have a permit, there is NO access to the car park.   

 

 
 
 
The children have had a fantastic first half term settling into life at Ocean. They are now fully 

immersed in our phases of learning, responding to marking, completing home learning and following 

the rules of the school carefully. It was brilliant for us to speak with so many of you over the phone 

for parent consultations, we appreciate these are unusual times so are grateful for your support. 

Year 3 are enjoying the Leitner card system to improve our memory recall for key knowledge facts 

in geography (Destination UK) and science (plants). In maths we have been securing our knowledge 

of place value (representing numbers to 1000, counting in hundreds). In English we have introduced 

our model text, a letter from Mr Wolf claiming his innocence in the True Story of the Three Little Pigs. 

In PE, Year 3 have continued to impress Mr White with their gymnastics skills. In DT, the children 

have been working towards their end product of designing and building a new landmark for our local 

area. We are so proud of working with children who dress smart, act politely and have a Growth 

Mindset each and every day.  

The Year 3 Team 

 

 

 

                                      

 

 
 

What a busy half term we have had. The children have settled back into school really well and we 
could not be more proud of them. They have proven resilient in their learning and have shown a 
great determination to succeed this half term. The children have really enjoyed our text in English 
‘Toro Toro’ and learning all about the different sentence structures we can use effectively in our 
writing. We have finished the half term by completing an independent write to persuade a Matador 
not to take part in bull fighting and using the sentence structures effectively. 

In Geography this half term we have really enjoyed learning more about the world and in particular, 
Italy. We have compared it to the UK by looking at weather, climate, physical features and tourism. 
We then had to apply everything we have learnt so far to create a PowerPoint to answer our driving 

Year 3 Updates 

Year 4 Updates  

Parking Issues 



 

question: How can we as tourists convince more people to visit Italy? It was great fun creating these 
on the computers and then sharing them with our friends. 

In science we have started to learn about the digestive system in the human body. We have started 
by learning about the teeth in more detail. Did you know an adult has 32 teeth compared to just 20 
when you are a child!  We set up a cool experiment where we place egg shells in a variety of liquids 
to see the effect of decay. Let us just say the results were surprising and not very pleasant! 

Thank you for your continued support 

 

 
 
 

Year 4 Team 

 
 
 
It has been such a busy few weeks in Year 5. We have been working hard with our writing, identifying 
the language features of our model text 'The Explorer'. We have been focusing on using specific 
adjectives as a tool to change the meaning of a sentence and are beginning to think as writer's and 
our impact on the reader. In maths, we have been continuing to secure our understanding of place 
value. We have been using sequences to add and subtract powers of 10, 100 and 1000, recognising 
which place value column increases or decreases and why. In science, we have been learning about 
the reproduction of living things, including plants, and dissected lilies in order to identify the 
reproductive characteristics. In topic, we identified the strata's of the rainforest and used this 
knowledge to create our own diorama. Well done Year 5 for a super Autumn term!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 Team  

 

 

Year 5 Updates 



 

  

 

Year 6 continue to get stuck in to challenging learning and are starting to show that they can be 
positive role models for the rest of the school. Our North America topic has proved exciting, 
interesting and engaging. We have been making cross-curricular links when practising our internet 
research skills to create non-chronological reports to compare and contrast two differing US states. 
We were surprised to learn about the variety that exists within one country! 
In reading and maths, students have been working hard on the areas of the curriculum that they 
were struggling with in September. You may have noticed that the CGP homework books highlight 
specific areas for development. You can further support your child through discussion about these 
areas at home. For example, if your child struggles with making inferences in reading, talk to them 
about the assumptions and inferences they make in the book that they are currently reading. 
Teachers will use the homework books, alongside school assessments, to inform them of pupils’ 
next steps. Homework response has been good so thank you for your efforts so far! 
Year 6 have been studying light in science. Pupils recently conducted some illuminating 
investigations where they hypothesised and drew conclusions on the properties of light. They learned 
how light travels in straight lines and certain parts of the spectrum are reflected and absorbed when 
a light ray hits an object. In one investigation, we attempted to eliminate all sources of light and 
observed what happens to colours when we do so. It conjured up a difficult question: do things 
change colour when light is absent? 
Have a lovely, relaxing half-term break. The children have earned it. 
 

 

 

 

Year 6 Team 

 
 
 
 
Miss Wilding and her lovely class in lockdown nominated the senior leadership team and office staff 
for Blue Peter badges.  They came up with the idea and the letter is as follows: 
 

Dear Blue Peter, 

We are writing to you because we feel that our Principal (Mrs Quarrie), Vice and Assistant Principals and 

office staff deserve something that they longed for when they were children – a Blue Peter badge! 

While we have all been in quarantine, we pupils were able to have a break and relax. Meanwhile, these 

incredible staff members worked so hard every day trying to sort out things for us. For example, they have 

been preparing for new Year 3 pupils to join us while also getting us ready to move on to secondary school – 

and having to do a lot of this remotely! 

Year 6 Updates 

Blue Peter Badges  



 

They have been working incredibly hard throughout this pandemic to help and support our community and 

us. They have made everyone feel safe and cheerful by giving up their own time to deliver food and organise 

ways to help those who needed it most. They are the kindest people we have ever met! 

On top of their regular tasks, they have been having meetings throughout the holidays and have been 

working non-stop every day, from very early in the morning to late at night. All of their hard work has meant 

we have been able to come back in to school and feel safe, happy and comfortable. 

All in all, we think they are heroes! 

Therefore, we think they deserve a Blue Peter badge to recognise their kindness and are requesting five if 

you are able to provide them. These are for our Principal, Vice Principal, Assistant Principal and office staff. 

We think they are great role models for all of us, young and old. 

 

We hope you will accept our request, 

Yours faithfully,  

 

The ‘Group 8 Year 6 bubble’ at Ocean Academy 

As you can imagine we were delighted and so happy with the nomination – THANK YOU  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 3    Dolphins Seahorses  
 
2 October Sadie   Lily M 
  Hayden Leon 
9 October Daisie  Mason   
  Rachel  Yanis 
16 October Cian  Zakk 
  Mia  Sofia 
   
Year 4  Turtles  Penguins Jellyfish 
 
2 October Ria-Rose McKenzie Scarlett 
  Dexter  Sam  Amelia H 
9 October Oliver  Cameron Ella 
  Amelia  Athena  Immie 

Golden Book Winners  



 

16 October Bella  Charlie  Dominic 
  Zayan  Isabelle Harvey 
 
Year 5               Orcas  Seals  Piranhas 
 
2 October Tommy  Kacper  Olivia 
  Maya  Marshall Jacob 
9 October Keira  Iris  Leon 
  Millie  Jess  Henry 
16 October Kieran  Kayla  Rafael 
  Lorcan  Lara  Alima 
 
Year 6   Barracudas Swordfish Stingrays 
 
2 October Ben  Ruby  Freddie  
  Isabel  Isabel  Ali 
9 October Zach  Dylan  Pauliine 
  Leo  Archie  Oliwia 
16 October Alfie  Lily H  Tommy 
  Everleigh Charlie  Zach S 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to the following children in Year 6 who have successfully passed their Bikeability 
stages 1 and 2.  The children enjoyed the course and we look forward to holding more courses at 
the school to encourage competency and safety when cycling.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bikeability 



 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
26-30 Oct  Half Term 
3 Nov   Year 3 2021 parent tour 4.30pm 
4 Nov   Year 3 2021 parent tour 4.30pm 
5 Nov   Year 3 2021 parent tour 4.30pm 
10 Nov  Year 3 2021 parent tour 4.30pm 
11 Nov  Remembrance Day – Please donate on line 
11 Nov            Year 3 2021 parent tour 4.30pm 
12 Nov  Year 3 2021 parent tour 4.30pm 
13 Nov  Children in Need – Mufti Day – please donate on line  
16 Nov  Anti bullying week 
17 Nov  Year 3 2021 parent tour 4.30pm 
18 Nov  Year 3 2021 parent tour 4.30pm 
19 Nov  Year 3 2021 parent tour 4.30pm 
20 Nov  Inset day – school closed   
10 Dec  Flu Immunisations 
18 Dec  End of term – collection 1pm 

Attendance 

Diary Dates  

Congratulations to all pupils and 
parents at Ocean.  This is a super 

set of attendance figures despite the 
difficulties a worldwide pandemic 

throws at us! 
Let’s keep it up and thank you for 

your continued support! 


