
 

 

        January 2020

Dear Parents / Carers 
 

Happy New Year ! I hope the year has started well for you all.  
 

This half term our Learning Skill is, Independence and the children have been challenged with being 
more independent with their learning and organising themselves. Please continue to encourage this 
at home.  
 
The new OFSTED framework very much assess the quality of learning by the effectiveness of a rich, 
broad and sequenced curriculum. I am sure you will agree that here at Ocean we offer just that, with 
all subjects being valued and the development of life-long knowledge and skills being paramount to 
efficient current and future learning. Please have a look at the school website where you will find our 
Learning Journey Maps. They are a fantastic resource to support your child’s learning at home 
(please see below to find out how to access them).  
 
At Ocean Academy, we value our children’s physical, emotional and mental health and strive to 
promote positive self-worth, high self-esteem and resilience.  
It is Children’s Mental Health Week 2nd - 9th Feb 2020 and the theme is  
 
 
 
 
 
If you feel your child or your family are ever struggling with any aspect of health, please do not 
hesitate to contact us. Mrs Simpson is in school full time and is our Pastoral Care Lead. We also 
have a part time Emotional Literacy Support Assistant (ELSA), Mrs Cobb and any member of staff 
will be happy to speak to you about any worries or concerns.  
 
Every year group has not only worked incredibly hard in English and maths this term, but have also 
enjoyed a plethora of experiences that have supported language development, vocabulary, reading, 
maths, enquiry and questioning skills. Year 3 have visited the Science Centre, Year 4 have used IT 
to create lighting for a rock band, Year 5 have explored the Planetarium and had a visit from the fire 
service and Year 6 have devoured poetry and used electricity to create circuits and make monster 
alarms! Please continue to support your children at home with spellings, reading, timetables and 
homework tasks – this is so beneficial to progress and a sense of collaboration between school and 
home.  
 
Best wishes    
 
 
 
Mrs J Quarrie  

Principal 

 Message from the Principal – Mrs Quarrie 

 

 Bravery comes in all shapes and sizes and is different for everyone.  
 Bravery can be about sharing worries and asking for help, trying something new or pushing yourself  

outside your comfort zone.  
 Finding your BRAVE can build your confidence, self-esteem and make you feel good about yourself.  

Thank you to those parents who have 

returned the homework questionnaire, the 

feedback has been shared with the year 

leaders and they will be implementing 

suggestions very soon. Please send the 

questionnaire into school if you have not 

done so already. 



 

 
 
 
What a fantastic start to this half term we have had. The children have come back to school with a 

fantastic growth mindset and they are approaching their learning with resilience and enthusiasm. In 

the very first week the children took part in a science day to launch our Aspiration focus of Curiosity 

and Creativity. They enjoyed visiting the different classrooms and taking part in a variety of activities 

that got them thinking and investigating new possibilities and ideas. We also saw the children meet 

Storm the dog. This was linked to the story of ‘Mr Hublot’, used to support our learning in English 

and science this half term. Storm loved meeting all the children but was glad to get home and have 

a nap after. The trip to Winchester Science Centre allowed the children to explore science based 

activities as well as take part in some adult led workshops. The children then brought this learning 

back into the classroom to carry out tests and experiments.  

   

Winchester Science Centre: From the moment we arrived the children didn’t stop exploring and 

having fun. They had the opportunity to explore all the exhibits across the centre and then they took 

part in a remote controlled robot programming activity which allowed them to experience how precise 

instructions must be in order to get the car to do exactly what they wanted it to. After a lunch stop 

we then got to experience the amazing planetarium. We experienced flying through space, visiting 

the different planets and, also learning about some famous constellations. The whole day was full of 

awe and wonder and the children loved every minute. There were definitely some sleepy children on 

the coach home. Thank you for all your contributions towards the trip that helped make it happen. 

Definitely a day that will be remembered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 Updates 



 

                       

 
We have had a great start to 2020 in Year 4, with a first week back full of exciting activities and 

learning opportunities. The children thoroughly enjoyed Science day and learnt so much; from taking 

their fingerprints to learn about forensics to constructing paper helicopters to explore the force of lift! 

To kick off our new topic 'Rock Band', pupils also took part in a 'rock disco' where we watched and 

danced along to famous rock groups perform across the decades - Queen at Live Aid was a real hit! 

We also thoroughly enjoyed the after school performance from local band 'Bowties and Braces' 

featuring our very own Mr Beedie! Thank you so much to everyone who came along and made it 

such a fun night. We are now delving deep in to the worlds of electricity and coding in our lessons 

so that we can create amazing light shows to sit in our model rock band stages. Our maths learning 

has also helped with this as we can use our learning about measure, length, perimeter and area 

when constructing our stages. In English, we have been reading 'The Lost Thing' and looking at 

ways to develop our 'to entertain' writing through it; particularly how to write to create tension and 

emotions for the reader. We have also really been enjoying starting our creative sessions, producing 

'rock god' themed portraits in art, designing wearable technology in D&T, cooking, gardening and 

learning to play the steel drums in music! A very busy half term indeed! 

Year 4 Team 

Please check out our Twitter feed for photos of the Rock Band experience! 

https://twitter.com/aatocean                      Ocean Academy @aatocean.  

 
 
 
It was lovely to welcome the children back into school after the Christmas break. The children have 
settled back in beautifully and, continue to show a growth mindset with their learning. In English, we 
have been reading ‘Cosmic’ and the children have been creating their own adventure stories. In 
maths, we have been challenging our knowledge and understanding of area and perimeter, as well 
as completing daily arithmetic and reasoning challenges to increase our speed. Introducing our new 
focus of forces and space in science, the children participated and thoroughly enjoyed Astronaut 
Recruitment Day. They participated in a series of fitness tests, space training, logistical skills and 
reaction time training, amongst others. We were really looking forward to Jewell Academy joining us 
for our planetarium visit to continue our learning about space and it was such a fantastic day!   
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

We were visited by the Planetarium (along with Jewell Academy), on Friday last week to kick off our 

space topic. We had an exciting day creating our own 3D solar systems, ready to be displayed in 

our classrooms. We learnt SO much in the planetarium, learning that the first female British astronaut 

was Helen Sharman and that it would take around nine and a half years to get to the dwarf planet 

Pluto. We even got to experience a ride around Saturn's rings! We are now really excited to move 

forward with our learning about the planets.  

 

 

 

 

Year 5 Updates 

Year 4 Updates  

https://twitter.com/aatocean


 

  

 

 
Year 6 have made a terrific start to 2020 as they continue to engage well with a challenging 
curriculum. As always at Ocean, we continually reflect on our teaching and sculpt lessons to meet 
our pupils’ ever-changing learning needs. This term, we have changed the timetable to provide a 
greater focus on reading, times tables and arithmetic. 
Each day, the children now receive an hour of reading daily. We deliver a variety of reading 
comprehension exercises in which the children are exposed to a broad range of high-quality texts. 
We carefully tailor the questions to the pupils’ needs and teach the skills required to answer them. 
Not only will this better prepare pupils for their SATs reading paper, it will also enable them to better 
understand and derive meaning from writing and speech. We have recently read and studied Lewis 
Caroll’s Jabberwocky; an amazingly nonsensical classic. The children and teachers were amazed 
that we could work out the class of the nonsense words by analysing their context. 
I mentioned in my last newsletter piece the importance of fluent times table recall. This term, the 
children will be practising times tables every day in school. Mrs Yates, our maths lead, has created 
a fantastic and varied set of resources that allow children to explore their tables in depth and increase 
their recall speed. Although our pupils are generally proficient in their times tables, it is important that 
their recall becomes effortless to reduce their cognitive load and allow them to focus on the maths 
around the times tables. Daily practice in school and at home will help your child better access much 
of their future maths learning as they move into secondary school. 
In science this term, pupils revised and built upon their knowledge of light and electricity - a 
thoroughly captivating topic. We recently had a design technology lesson where the children were 
making simple series circuits. The brief given was that they had to create a system that employed 
the use of a switch to trigger an alarm, which the children enjoyed.  

Year 6 Team 

 

 

To support your child with their learning, we have put copies of our learning journey maps onto the 

school website. They are a comprehensive resource and show parents exactly what the children are 

learning and in which term.  

Please go to the website and click on   followed by the year group. Scroll down and the 

Learning Journey Map for that year group will be there.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning Journey Maps 

Year 6 Updates 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
These are a few events planned for the next two terms.  The CPTA need your help! Please support 
the events, donate and help in any way you can to help support the CPTA and school. 
 
14th Feb -      Cake sale - buy a cake for your valentine!  
27th March -  Mufti day – donations for Bunny bingo  
1at April -       Bunny Bingo  
15th May -      Book sale  
3rd July -        Mufti for donations for the summer fair  
4th July -        Summer fair 

 
Please click this link to our website to complete the form to offer some help - we really need it ! 

We would like to raise money to purchase: 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
A smart board for the creator space 
 
More picnic benches 

 
 
                                                                                                     A sensory garden  

Children, Parent, Teacher Association (CPTA) 

What have we been up to this month? 

http://ocean.academies.aspirationsacademies.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2019/12/3_631_cpta-declaration-of-interest-letter-sep-19.pdf


 

 
 
Year 3 Dolphins       Seahorses       Sharks 
 
10 Jan  Lillie-Mai/Adrian         Cooper/Finlay                Bella/Evie 
 
17 Jan  Andie/Filip                  Ocean/Charlie                Marcus/Oliver 

 
Year 4 Penguins        Turtles                   Jellyfish 
 
10 Jan               Zac/Ranya                Will/Hayden                   Carmen/Tyanna 
 
17 Jan               Lewis/Daisy              Savhanna/Alima            Connor/Kieron H   
 

Year 5 Orcas          Piranhas         Seals 
 
10 Jan                Daisy/Tylor                 Nicolas/Mitchell              Gabriel/Keano 
 
17 Jan                Vicky/Zac                   Isobel/Oliver                   Joe/Olivia 
 

Year 6 Swordfish         Stingrays         Barracudas 
 
10 Jan            Shivvone/Keeley         Tegan/Sam                    Taylor/Kaitlin 
 
17 Jan               Kinley/Amber-Louise  Emma/Honey-Mai           Keisha/Summer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We start the new year off with a winning start from the Year 3s.  Please read the attendance matters 
letter we sent out earlier this month.  If your child is unwell and is unable to come into school, please 
ring each morning before 0930 – thank you for your ongoing support! Year 6 have 10 children who 
are classed as permanently absent (PA) – please try and ensure your child is in school daily. 
Thank you. 
 
 

Attendance 

Golden Book Winners 



 

 
 

 
School opening and closure procedures in the event of snow 

At Ocean Academy we have a robust process in place in the event of very inclement weather and 

this is a good time to remind students and their parents of the procedures for informing you about a 

possible school closure. 

We are very keen that the school should remain open as we do not want to disrupt learning wherever 

possible.  School will close if: 

 It is dangerous for staff/children to get to/from school or it is dangerous at school 

 A majority of staff are unable to get to school 

 Roads are unsafe 
 

Procedures that will be used to keep parents and students informed: 

 

 By far the best way to keep yourself up to date is check the Ocean Academy website. Our  
website is updated regularly. It will not only say if the school is closed but, on days where 
there is any doubt, will confirm that the school is open if this is the case.  The advantage of 
the school website is that specific staff can update it, even when they cannot get to school 
themselves. Information will be posted onto the website by 7.30am 

 We will send a text and email by Teachers 2 Parents informing you if the school is closed 

 Wave 105 will broadcast a list of any schools that are closed; taken directly from ‘Dorset for 
You’ to ensure accuracy 

 If parents or students phone the school, we will try to answer the phone but the website and 
Teachers 2 Parents is the most reliable method as staff may not have been able to get to 
school 

 If during the school day, the weather causes us to make a decision to close the school early, 
our website will have up to date information. You will be sent a text/email as soon as the 
decision has been made 

 The Aspirations South Coast District CEO will be informed to ensure all decisions are in the 
best interests of all staff and students 

 

It is essential during these winter months that children have their coats at school please, so children 
can wrap up before they go outside at break and lunchtime. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
With your help, Mum of Alana in Year 6, has collected a grand total of 780 pillowcases! They have 

been collected and have started their long trip the Australia. Pillowcases have been collected to help 

the injured animals affected by the bush fires.  

Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inclement weather 

Pillowcases  



 

        
 

 

27 January Fire Service in Year 5 0900-1200 

28 January Girls football vs Longfleet at Ocean 3pm 

17 February Half Term until 21 February - 3.30pm finish 

2 April              Parent Consultations – please sign up  

3 April               Finish for Easter Holidays at 1pm 

20 April Summer Term starts 

5 May  Year 5 trip to Osmington Bay 

7 May  Year 5 trip return from Osmington Bay 

8 May  Bank Holiday (VE day) 

11-15 May SATS week – Yr 6, please DO NOT book time off school during this week 

18 May              Year 4 London trip 

19 May              Year 4 London trip returns 

25 May               Half Term until 29 May – finish at 3.30pm 

1 June              Bikeability course at Ocean until 4 June 2020 Year 6 

8 June              Year 6   Activities week 

26 June  Inset day school closed for students 

3 July   Transition day Year 6 

17 July               School finishes for the Summer at 1pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diary Dates  



 

  SCHOOL TERMS AND HOLIDAYS 2020-2021 

Autumn Term 2020 

INSET Day – School Closed Thursday 3 September 2020 

INSET Day – School Closed Friday 4 September 2020 

First Day of School Term Monday 7 September 2020 

Half Term Monday 26 October–Friday 30 October 
2020 

INSET Day – School Closed Friday 20 November 2020 

Last Day of Term for 
Christmas 

Friday 18 December 2020 (1pm finish)  

 

Spring Term 2021 

First Day of Term Monday 4 January 2021  

Half term Holiday Monday 15 February – Friday 19 
February 2021 

Return to school after Half 
term 

Monday 22 February 2021 

INSET Day – School Closed Friday 19 March 2021 

Last Day of term for Easter Thursday 1 April 2021(1pm finish) 
 

Summer Term 2021 

First day of Term Monday 19 April 2021 

Bank Holiday Monday 3 May 2021 

Half term Holiday Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June 2021  

Return to school after Half 
Term 

Monday 7 June 2021 

INSET Day – School 
Closed 

Friday 25 June 2021 

Last Day of term for 
Summer Holidays 

Friday 23 July 2021 (1pm finish) 

  
 
 
 


